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Large HJ Pugh Vintage Auction Sale 
Call 01531 631122 www.hjpugh.com 

SUNDAY 

Vintage sort out & Agrijumble spares day 
Charity Tractor Road Run 
Drive in Day of Classic Trucks 
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Discounted Advance Tickets 
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www.tractorworldshows.co.uk 

Tel: 016974 51882 
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drive conversion tractors 
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Newbury Showground 
Hermitage, Chieveley, 
Newbury, R6189QZ 
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roundabout 
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October 2017 


Opening Times: 


Sat 9am-5pm Sun 9.30am-4pm 


Admission: 


Adult £10.00 at gate, Advance £8.50 

Weekend £18 at gate, 
Weekend Advance £14 
Weekend Camping (3 NIGHTS) 
£45 Advance, £55 at show 
Admits 2 adults into the event. 
Under 15s free. Dogs on leads welcome. 
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One of my first jobs at Motor Transport newspaper back in 1983 was to go to Northampton, for the press 
Launch of the‘Didak’glass-fibre bodied tanker. We gathered at the big hotel in the middle of the town - 
I can’t remember the name and it will have changed since - where in more recent years I’ve attended 
toy fairs and a school‘prom’. There were two newLeyland Freighter 16-15 tankers A513/4 PPO,the Latest 
in the fleet of Wm Cory & Son Ltd, distributor for Shell UK, for us to Look at. The big clues to the vehicles 
having glass-fibre tanks were the Lack of strengthening/attachment ribs and a separate Ladder, carried 
on the side, rather than the usual fixed steps to the catwalk, as seen in the pictures here. These weren’t 
the first glass-fibre road tankers, as seen on page 44, and the idea doesn’t seem to have taken off in 
the big way the company expected. One good thing, on the same film, as I walked to the hotel from 
the railway station, I took a picture of a Northampton Corporation Daimler CVG6, one of the Last front- 
engined, rear-entrance double-deckers still in use, apart from Routemasters at that time, rather than 
just enjoy seeing it go past... 


M emories - that's what this 
magazine is all about. But 
how good is your memory? 

If it's anything like mine, it 
tends to be selective. I can 
remember certain events, right back to my 
schooldays, as if they were yesterday - and 
sometimes almost as if there was a film show 
running in my brain. Yet other things that 
happened are blotted out, and only come back 
to me when I see something which jogs the 
memory. 

Be honest, like me, you'll have seen those 
enthusiasts - especially bus people - who 
go round a rally, jotting down registration 
numbers and details of all the vehicles they are 
looking at, and you'll have thought: "Why don't 
you just enjoy looking at them, maybe take a 
few pictures?" 

But, in years to come, he will be able to look 
back and say which vehicle was where, so that 
would be the date when it was first restored 
and back on the road. He will have proof, at 
least to his own satisfaction, that he saw that 
particular vehicle, in that livery and condition, 
at that rally. 

I have to admit that I have always been one 
to enjoy the moment and what I'm looking 
at, rather than writing anything down or even 
taking pictures, at least until recently, that is. I 
suppose cost used to come into it.These days, 
you can take as many digital pictures as your 
camera will hold on the day. It costs nothing 
extra and you can throw away duplicates, 
mistakes, the ones where that other fellow 


walked past at the wrong moment and so on. 

I now think my meanness has cost me in some 
respects; a couple of instances... 

Back in the 1980s, I went on a Continental 
tour with a company which organised hotels 
for coach operators, with some of its potential 
customers. On the way back, our coach had 
to stop, where French farmers or lorry drivers 
had blocked the road. "Did you get a photo?" 
asked the News Editor. Oops, what a useless 
journalist, I never thought of that! 

I recently enjoyed the first half of an article 
in Bus & Coach Preservation magazine, about 
how Roger Burdett has brought back the 
oldest Bristol G double-decker from America 
and restored it to its open-top glory, as used by 
Eastern Counties in Felixstowe in the 1950s. I'm 
sure I saw this bus go past when I was there in 
the late 1950s as a small boy with my parents 
or grandparents on a day out. It's wonderful to 
see it restored. 

Fast forward a bit to the 1970s or '80s - you 
see, I'm already having to guess - and I visited 
the East Anglian Transport Museum at Carlton 
Colville, near my home town of Lowestoft. Now 
I'm sure I saw a convertible open-top pre-war 
Bristol there (it can't have been the one Roger 
Burdett has rescued, that was in America) 
in faded Eastern Counties livery, but I've 
never seen or heard anything of it since. Was 
I dreaming? Perhaps it was wishful think on 
my part. Maybe it was one of the other Bristol 
open-toppers which have survived, or maybe it 
wasn't even at Carlton Colville. I'm confused. 

Here's the point, had I taken a picture or - 


This month’s Scenes Past feature looks at 
tankers in the liveries of some of the fuel 
companies of the past. At the time, we 
probably took it for granted that names like 
National Benzole and Power would always 
appear alongside Shell and BP, for example. 
It’s often the case that you don’t notice such 
things until they’ve gone, so here are some 
memory-jerking pictures. 




shock, horror - written something down about 
what I'd seen - or thought I'd seen -1 wouldn't 
still be wondering what I saw or why it hasn't 
emerged, restored, at rallies. 

On a more successful note, I noticed the 
Thomas Allen tanker in one of the pictures in 
Scenes Past had a glass-fibre tank. This jogged 
a memory that I had been to see a tanker built 
from this material 20 years later, which was 
claimed to be the first, as seen on this page. 
This time, I have the pictures to prove it... 

I would urge everyone to take pictures of 
interesting vehicles they see, and look out any 
pictures they took in the past, and share them 
with us. 
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WADHAM'S SERIES IX AMBULANCES 




Ron Henderson looks at a type of ambulance which was popular during the 1970s. 



cm op 


LIVERPOOL 


Above: The prototype Wadhams IX 
ambulance, delivered to the City of 
Liverpool Corporation in 1971. Pictured 
in 2016, the ambulance still survives 
under the care of former Liverpool and 
Merseyside Paramedic, GLyn Brown, of the 
North West Ambulance Service NHS Trust 
Ambulance Museum. 

S everal discussions took 

place in the 1970s, between 
ambulance service operators 
and manufacturers, regarding 
the design of ambulances and 
their facilities for carrying sick and injured 
patients. One thing that was recognised was 
that the stretcher equipment was habitually 
placed on the nearside of the interior saloon 
and always over the rear wheel boxes. 

The reason for this was to provide space for 
an attendant's seat at the front of the saloon, 
behind the cab. It was claimed that having 
the stretcher so positioned subjected the 
patient to more discomfort from bumps in 
the road than if it were on the offside of the 
vehicle and situated within the wheelbase. 

The other subject constantly discussed was 
that patients were always loaded head first, 
because the oxygen and other equipment 
were traditionally stored at the front. It 



Above: London Ambulance Service operated Wadham’s IX Series ambulances, with both 
the Long and short wheelbase Bedford chassis. This 1981 model was pictured on the 
Lambeth Embankment, outside of the London Fire Brigade headquarters. There would be 
no problems incorporating the stretchers within the wheelbase on these longer wheelbase 
vehicles. (N Tarling) 


6 October 17 


www.roadscene.com 



































Above: Dating from 1980, the clear glass windows signify that this vehicle is a sitting case vehicle conversion. Originally part of the London 
Ambulance Service fleet, it Later passed to the Kingston Division of the St John Ambulance Brigade. 


had been proven that less discomfort from 
harsh braking and rapid acceleration would 
be accorded to patients when loaded feet- 
first. This is a problem which still awaits 
addressing. 

Wadham Stringer (Coachworks) Ltd, 
the specialist ambulance builders of 
Waterlooville, Hampshire, was one of the 
first coachbuilders to address the stretcher 
position, when the company introduced the 
Wadhams Series IX GRP ambulance body, 
on the Bedford CF280 25 cwt chassis, or 
alternatively the larger CF340 35 cwt chassis, 
with 2.3 litre petrol engine and either 4 
or 5-speed ZF synchromesh transmission. 

For the 25 cwt model, GM automatic 
transmission was also offered as an option. 

Sliding doors were fitted to the driver's 
cab, with double hinged doors at the rear of 
the patient compartment. At this period the 
traditional stretchers, with canvas and poles, 
were being steadily replaced by wheeled 
posture cots, with a thick foam mattress, 
which reduced the need for ambulance 
personnel to manually carry patients. 

Four interior layouts were offered on the 10 
ft 6 ins wheelbase Wadhams IX ambulance. 
The first layout conformed to the newly- 
preferred position, with two stretcher 
cots forward of the rear wheel boxes, with 
two attendants'seats at the rear. Another 
featured the traditional format, with the 
two stretcher cots towards the rear, over the 
wheel boxes, with attendants'seats forward. 

The third layout featured one stretcher 
forward of the wheel arch, with the other on 
the opposite side, over the wheel arch, while 
the fourth layout was a reversal of the third. 

Traditionally, one of the stretcher cots 
was used as a stretcher, the other used as 


a bench seat, to accommodate four sitting 
patients, although the first stretcher could 
also accommodate a further four sitting 
patients when required, giving a maximum 
capacity of nine sitting patients, including 
one on the spare attendants'seats, plus the 
attendant. 

Several arrangements of lockers and 
storage cabinets were available, to carry 
the rather sparse equipment that was 
available to ambulance personnel in this 
pre-paramedic era. 

Introduced in 1971, the Wadhams 


IX ambulance, as the successor to the 
company's Series VIII ambulance, based on 
the Leyland EA chassis, was a smart-looking 
vehicle with the body built entirely of 
glass-fibre, including Wadham's own bonnet 
design, fitted over the original Bedford CF 
front scuttle. 

A large single-piece panoramic windscreen 
was incorporated in the design, with a full- 
width illuminated'AMBULANCE'sign above 
the windscreen. Liverpool Corporation 
Ambulance Service, which already 
operated a large fleet of BMC LD Wadhams 


Above: Also dating from 1980, this example would have been a rare sight on public roads. 
It was built to the order of the Ministry of Works and assigned to the Fire Service College 
at Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire. 
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Above: Lancashire Ambulance Service 
and the neighbouring North West Area 
Health Authority Ambulance Service, which 
covered Greater Manchester, were both big 
users of Wadham’s IX Series ambulances. 
This Lancashire example operated from 
Barnoldswick Ambulance Station. (M Nuttall) 


ambulances, commissioned the prototype, 
followed by many others, to maintain the 
city's accident and emergency ambulance 
fleet. 

The type was adopted by many other 
services, notably the nationalised Scottish 
Ambulance Service. London Ambulance 
Service was also a big customer, with 
others operating in Devon, Dorset, Greater 




fAMBULANCEl 


Above: The Scottish Ambulance Service 
was a big user of Wadham’s ambulances, 
operating vehicles based on the BMC LD 
and EA chassis, before the Bedford CF 
was adopted for the next generation of 
ambulances. This is an early one dating 
from 1972, before the double windows 
were replaced by a single unit. 


Manchester, Hampshire and Lancashire 
and so on. The type was also adopted by 
the British Armed Forces, for attachment to 
military air bases, army facilities and military 
hospitals. 

Unusually, none of the county council 
or National Health Service ambulance 
operators in the North-east of England 
bought Wadham's IX ambulances, even 
when production continued on the Bedford 


Above: At one time, British Airports Authority operated its own ambulances at Heathrow and 
the other major airports, for use at aircraft emergencies, removals from aircraft, accidents 
and cases of illness in the terminal buildings. The Bedford CFs were the Last ambulances 
used, before the ambulance work went out to private tender, currently undertaken by the 
London Ambulance Service. (F Van der Weerden) 


CF2 chassis in 1984. By this time the body 
style was also available on the Ford Transit 
chassis, whereupon the type was marketed 
as the'Lifeliner'. 
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Phil Reed continues his account of his time with this well-known fleet during the 1960s. 



Above: Unfortunately, we don’t have any pictures in our files of either the Guy Warriors or AEC Marshals and Mammoth Majors which Phil discusses in 
this article. We do have this Albion Chieftain four-wheeled tipper, WB 977 (Croydon, late 1960), seen in much the same position as the Bedford TK in the 
picture with Part 1 - outside a driver’s or mechanic’s house...? (Geoff Heels) 


n the earlier two parts of this Hall & Co 
series, the actual vehicles have only 
been mentioned fleetingly - something 
that I will try to address in this 
instalment. 

For most truck enthusiasts of a similar 
age to myself (around 70-ish), the most 
distinctive lorries latterly operated by Hall 
& Co were some 200 plus Guy Warrior 6x4 
chassis, which entered service with the 
company from 1964 onwards. These Guys 
were primarily specified with Hall & Co's 
Salfords-built, all-alloy, welded tipper bodies, 
with the rest carrying truck mixers. 

These vehicles imprinted themselves on 
lorry-watchers' minds, thanks to the design 
of their cabs, with twin, wrap-around 


windscreens and quad-headlights - this was 
considered very American and very swish - 
similar to, but with a rather more 'Space Age' 
appearance than, the Atkinson cab. 

Thus, these Guys stood out from 'ordinary' 
lorries in terms of looks. They also stood 
out in another respect - and one which 
the company might not have wanted. With 
Leyland 400 engines and Leyland six-speed 
overdrive top gearboxes, they were fast - 
very fast by the standards of the day - and 
their drivers tended to use that speed to the 
full. 

These trucks went into service at the 
height of the mid-1960s construction boom. 
And nowhere was it booming more than 
in London and the South East - Hall & Co's 


heartland. There was work galore and I 
believe that the drivers were incentivised to 
do as many deliveries as possible in a day - 
so the Guys'speed was seen as a blessing. 

Initially that is, except that Hall & Co's Guys 
were soon being clocked at very high speed 
along Central London roads, such as Park 
Lane. This did not endear their drivers to the 
Metropolitan Police. In fact, the problem 
got so bad that many of the Guys working 
in London had sixth gear blanked off, in an 
attempt to cut their speed and reduce their 
heavy brake maintenance costs. 

The Guys also had other problems. They 
were very short wheelbase models, with the 
majority of the weight carried on the double¬ 
drive rear bogie. Empty, the front axle was 
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Above Left: A couple of Bedford TK tankers, seen outside the Salfords workshops, including 9032 BY (Croydon, late 1960), in Hall & Co’s Home Heating Oil 
and Tractor Fuel fleet. (Geoff Heels) Above right: Probably before Phil Reed’s time with Hall & Co, the company used this Bedford KType, with unusual 
pick-up style body, in its works fleet. (Geoff Heels) 


very lightly laden and it was quite easy on 
a wet road to make them carry straight on 
with a full steering lock on - I believe in 
performance car circles this is called terminal 
understeer. 

Laden, with a determined driver and a 
heavy right boot - and Hall's London drivers 
had very heavy boots - an enthusiastically 
driven Guy's outside front tyre would lay 
tracks, as it was clogged round bends at the 
limits of adhesion. 

Given their work, intensive operation and 
motivated drivers, the Guys had a relatively 
short and brutal service life, of probably 
no more than five years with Hall & Co. The 
glass-fibre cabs wore badly - and their space 
ship good looks were further spoiled by the 
loss of part or all of the over-windscreen sun 
visors. 

Memory fails me, but I also think that the 
Guys, with their Leyland 400 engines, were 
part of another outside opportunity that 
came my way as an apprentice. Certain 
derivatives of these Leyland engines, with 
dry liners, used in Guy, Albions and Leylands 
suffered from liner sinkage. Hall & Co had 
large numbers of vehicles powered by 400 
engines affected by this problem. 

The first I knew about this was when I was 
trained to assist a skilled engine fitter on 
removing and replacing these liners. Then 
our job, for a while, was to travel around 
the regional workshops dealing with liner 
problems. In retrospect, I would imagine that 
Leyland was paying for some or all of this 
work to be carried out, and I expect that the 
necessary new liners, head gaskets, etc, were 
also all supplied and paid for by Leyland. 

Prior to our arrival at the regional workshop, 
the fitters there would have removed the 
stricken engine's cylinder head, the sump 
and pistons/con rods. We would then rock 
up in the van - in those days. Hall & Co had a 


number of Austin A55/A60 vans - or, often in 
a Austin'Threepenny-bit'-cabbed FG 30 cwt 
dropside - and do the'technical bit'. 

This was achieved with the use of a long 
threaded bar and puller. The lad's job was 
underneath the engine. There you had to 
wiggle a specially-machined, round piece 
of metal, past the crankshaft and into the 
bottom of the liner. 

Then the threaded bar, which was inserted 


from the top of the engine by the skilled 
man went through the centre of the bottom 
'puller plate'. You then screwed a nut onto 
the threaded bar, carefully tightening it up to 
ensure that it was exactly positioned square 
into the bottom of the liner. Then the man 
at the top gradually and carefully ratcheted 
the liner out. To replace the liner the reverse 
procedure was followed - simple really! 

Except that it wasn't. As with most things. 



Above: Another earlier workshops runabout was this Austin A40 pick-up, JRK 887 (Croydon, 1951), 
unuually Looking a Little scruffy, outside the Salfords premises. (Geoff Heels) 
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Above left: Asad-Looking Line-up of disused vehicles, a Bedford 0 Type, Dodge Kew, Bedford A Type, Austin Loadstar and KType and Bedford S Type, 
some in Hall & Co Livery, others in the colours of Wadman & Co of Reigate, presumably a company taken over. (Geoff Heels) Above right: A new Albion, a 
Bedford TK,9311 BY, in fleet Livery, an S Type, which might have reached the end of the road and the Mack recovery vehicle and another TK, outside the 
workshops. (Geoff Heels) 


real life made it a much harder job in practice 
than it sounds. Removing the old liner was 
relatively easy - though even this operation 
had its moments, if you did not get the 
bottom plate in right, or the threaded bar was 
not quite central in the cylinder bore. 

But, inserting the new liner could - and 
often was - a real swine of a job. The 
difficulties both in removing and replacing 
the liner all stemmed from its thin-wall 
design. In structure it was rather like, and 
barely more substantial than, a large, open- 
ended cocoa tin - a slight exaggeration 
perhaps - but not much of one, as the liner 
walls were very thin. 

When replacing the liner, you first had to be 
certain that the bores were absolutely clean - 
and then the tricky bit started. The new liner 


had to be positioned and started in the bore 
exactly vertical to the face of the block. The 
top 'pull down' plate had to be fitted in the 
top of the new liner just so, and the threaded 
bar passing through it had to be dead centre 
in the bore. Similarly, the bottom plate had 
to be in just right and then the liner pulling 
down process began. 

Generally, the new liner-fitting process was 
successful, if an agonisingly slow process. But 
there were occasions when they would stick, 
as a result of not carrying out the preliminary 
processes just so. The slightest bit of friction - 
or inaccuracy in getting the new liner exactly 
at right angles to the top face of the block 
- during the installation would pretty much 
ensure that the liner distorted and was scrap. 
Therefore, at the end of the nerve-racking job 


of fitting six new liners you let out a collective 
sigh of relief. 

From 1965 onwards. Hall & Co started taking 
delivery of large numbers of Ergomatic- 
cabbed AEC 6x4 Marshal and 8x4 Mammoth 
Major chassis. These chassis were set to 
displace virtually all other makes of six and 
eight-wheelers in the company's fleet. 

As such, the new Southall-built trucks were 
destined to serve Hall & Co in many roles. 

Both Marshal and Mammoth Major chassis 
were bodied with Hall & Co's own make, all¬ 
alloy, all-welded tipper bodies. In addition, 
many Marshals were also fitted with Hall's 
preferred 'Ritemixer'truck mixer bodywork, 
while a good number of Mammoth Majors 
had bulk cement tanker bodywork. 

Much was expected of these eagerly- 
awaited new vehicles, by both drivers and 
workshop staff. AECs, at that time, were rated 
as the'Kings of the Road' - a reputation that 
Hall & Co's earlier AECs had generally lived 
up to. 

To an apprentice, the initial impressions 
of the new Ergomatic-cabbed AECs were 
extremely favourable - these chassis reeked 
of quality. From a driver's point of view the 
cab was a major advance on that of the earlier 
coachbuilt-cabbed AECs, the LAD-cabbed 
Leylands and Albions or the Fodens and 
Guys in the Hall & Co fleet. Being a tilt-cab, 
these new AECs also made the fitter's work 
considerably easier.The drivers also liked the 
extra power these new AECs brought. 

So what was not to like about these new, 
state-of-the-art AECs? Well, build quality 
was not as expected - from fading memory 
there were a lot of initial niggles. For instance, 
on the Mammoth Majors, the interim gear 
change lever unit would try and fall off the 
chassis, leaving the driver without the ability 
to select any gears. 



Above: An earlier view inside the workshops, of a smart-looking Leyland Octopus, ORK 983 of 1955, 
next to an Austin Loadstar. (Brian Collins) 
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Above: Another earlier view of a GMC six-wheeler, showing its ex-War Department ancestry, seen outside the workshops (Stevens-Stratten Vintage 
| Roadscene Picture Library) 



to adopt a dashing approach to reversing. 
When reversing, the drivers of the Ergomatic- 
cabbed AEC tippers soon found that they 
could get a much better rear view, if they 
stood out of the cab, full height on the front 
mudguard, steering with one foot on the 
wheel, which allowed them to see over the 
body.This casual approach to reversing was 
made possible by the AEC engine's very 
smooth tick-over, which enabled them to 
happily trundle along in reverse with no 
throttle applied. 

If the Editor thinks fit, there may be 
another instalment to come. This will cover 
some of Hall & Co's lighter trucks, which far 
outnumbered the number of six and eight- 
wheelers in its fleet. 

■ How could I deny readers another helping 
of Phil's fascinating memories - more next 
time, plus some extra from Alan Biggs... 


UK truck manufacturer could match it. 

The cab did have a couple of foibles though 
- neither of which were likely to have been 
deliberately designed in. These AECs had 
stylish Simms (I think) instrument packs, 
which were binnacle mounted in front of the 
steering wheel - with the ignition switch key 
placed conveniently to hand. 

If you were unfamiliar with these vehicles 
you would turn the key to switch on the 
ignition and then - in the absence of any sign 
of a starter button - you would then try to 
turn the key some more to start the engine - 
with no joy. Cue a lot of searching about for 
a starter button - only, eventually, to find it is 
hiding out of sight, recessed underneath the 
bottom of the instrument panel. 

Another Ergomatic foible - and a beneficial 
one-was the way 
that it enabled drivers 


In addition, the AEC's double-drive rear 
bogie's two-spring, suspension and axle 
design was not as good off-road as that of 
the, admittedly higher maintenance Leyland/ 
Albion four-spring, fully-compensated rear 
bogie suspension. And, the Leyland/Albion 
hub-reduction rear axles, apart from being 
virtually bomb-proof in service, also provided 
better ground clearance in muddy off-road 
conditions. 

But, once the initial teething troubles were 
overcome - and I think that this was rapidly 
achieved - these AECs served Hall & Co well 
for many years. They certainly soldiered on 
well into post-takeover ownership by RMC. 
The Ergomatic cab provided a comfortable 
working environment for the driver - in fact 
at the time of its launch I reckon that no other 


Above: From a much earlier era, four and six-wheeled Garrett steam wagons from the Hall & Co fleet. (Stevens-Stratten Vintage Roadscene Picture Library) 
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Leo Pratt shares some pictures of vehicles at the end of their lives, taken some time ago. Did any of them survive? 



Above: The end of the road for a Gardner-powered ERF with integral box van bodywork, ODT 376 (Doncaster, 1953). Latterly in use on the showland 
circuit, it was seen during February 1975, in the Barnsley bus graveyards. Some Lorries were scrapped here, along with many, many buses. 


T he Scrapyard Scenes and other 
similar views of long defunct 
motors, seen in some recent 
issues of Vintage Roadscene 
prompted me to look through 
my albums at similar vehicles I had 
encountered in the past. 

So, as a change from my usual 
construction site theme, here is a selection 
of vehicles, which may be of interest to 
readers, seen at the end of their working 
lives. 

All the vehicles are seen out of use on 
the road, and most are ready for breaking, 
though it is believed that one or two may 
have survived into preservation... 

Also, all of the vehicles are of British 
manufacture and some may qualify to be 
included in the'Rare Ones'category, and 
would be most sought-after, if they were still 
around today. 



Above: ‘Out to grass’, this 1937 Morris Commercial, AAJ 787, was originally owned by a MaLton 
Brewery, delivering ‘Roses MaLton Ales’, but had for many years been in use with a Local farm, 
and is seen here, in November 1972, out of use. Does it still survive? 
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Above: A field full of old motors, including a very presentable ex- British Road Services Albion Clydesdale dropside, 4721 NW (Leeds, 1958). This was 
just one of many gems, slumbering away in this North Yorkshire dismantled yard in February 1975. 



Above: A sunny winter’s day in 1990, and seen alongside the perimeter 
fence at the Large Rush Green yard was this engine-less six-wheeled 
tipper. This, we Later understood, was a rare TVW (Transport Vehicles 
Warrington) and, at the time, still Looked quite restorable. 


Above: Seen in the storage yard of a Large Newcastle crane hire 
company, along with numerous other elderly vehicles, this 1937 
Foden four-wheeler was ex-Spillers flour, Gardner-powered and 
almost complete when photographed during April 1976. 



Above: Seen Languishing in a North Lincolnshire breaker’s yard, this 
Maudslay Mogul sports a HomaLLoy cab and again Looks a Likely 
preservation candidate when seen as Late as 1996, was it lucky? 



Above: Another old-timer which was still being used, if only to store 
pre-cast concrete flags on its platform body. This pre-war LeyLand 
Octopus eight-wheeler appears to have been ex-British Road Services 
and was pictured near Barnsley in January 1975. 
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Above: The Perkins-powered JNSN (Jensen Lightweight Diesel) was another of the rarer British commercials. Pictures of this example, registered 
KKF 437 (Liverpool, 1949), show the vehicle was once in the fleet of English Electric, but it latterly saw use on a farm and ended its working days as 
a store for land drain pipes. She was on offer, complete, for £100, but during the winter of 1969-70, preservation was still in its infancy and, as far 
as is known, there were no takers. 



Above: Another breaker’s yard scene, and another lost motor. This ‘Parrot-nose’ Kew Dodge 100 Series, SDK 187 (Rochdale, 1957), was seen out and 
about a few weeks prior to being pictured here in February 1975. A Look under the bonnet revealed the reason it was there, she had thrown a rod 
through the side of her Perkins P4 engine. 
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Left: A definite qualifier 
for the ‘rare ones’ 
category is this 1949- 
50 Proctor diesel, seen 
slowly disintegrating 
in an East coast 
breaker’s yard, as late 
as 1991. Latterly, it 
had been in use with 
the yard’s owner, and 
it was understood 
that it might be 
free to anyone who 
would undertake its 
restoration. Did it find 
any takers? 


October 17 17 


Above: New to‘Brooke Bond Tea’, this 1957 Trojan 1 
ton van had started life with a Trojan two-stroke 
petrol engine. In Later years, it had acquired a 
Perkins P3 diesel and was in use with a builder. Seen 
here near Eggborough in March 1970, she was out of 
use and engine-less, her body being used as a store. 


Right: Another pre-war motor, this time a Bedford 
WLG ‘motor caravan’, thirties-style. This anonymous 
vehicle was seen by the writer, out of use and 
derelict, in a South Yorkshire yard during March 
1975. It was reputed to have been used as site 
accommodation by a travelling construction 
foreman. 


















PART 

three 


Richard Furniss continues his series looking at different ex-military vehicles in their second careers with showmen. 



Above: Now with an Essex 1957 registration, this restored Albion WD.FT15N gun tractor, now restored to its original condition, is seen here at the 
Gloucestershire Steam and Vintage Extravaganza, held at Kemble Airfield in August 2001. (Richard Furniss) 


A lbion Motors of Scotstoun, 
Glasgow was undoubtedly 
Scotland's most successful 
motor manufacturing company, 
building cars in its early years 
from 1899, before progressing to buses, 
coaches and commercial vehicles from the 
early years of the 20th Century. 

Having supplied various commercial chassis 
to the War Department for military use 
during World War I, and also during the years 
following the conflict, the company was an 
obvious choice to provide vehicles for use by 
the War Department in the period leading up 
to, and including World War II. 

While several different chassis types were 
developed by Albion for military use, we 
are mainly concerned here with the gun 
tractors and tank transporters produced by 
the company, as these were the types most 



Above: Nottingham-based Ashley Bros’Albion WD.FT15N, YTO 25 (Nottingham, 1957), seen after 
removal of its military body and fitted with a swinging boom and Lighting set. 
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Left: Fred Gray’s Albion WD.CX24S, LPF 
525 (Surrey 1947) photographed at the 
Hampstead Heath, London, fair in 1968 with 
two lighting-sets fitted in its enclosed body. 

(David Springthorpe) 


Below: Albion LPF 525 seen in preservation at 
The Great Dorset Steam Fair in August 1997. 

(Richard Furniss) 


frequently acquired by travelling showmen 
in the years following the conflict as they 
became surplus to military requirements. 

We can disregard what was the most 
powerful vehicle built by Albion Motors, 
the twin-engined eight-wheeled drive tank 
transporter, designated WD.CX33, as only 
two prototypes were ever built, with the type 
not being taken up by the military. The three 
types of interest here are the WD.FT15 and 
WD.CX22S gun tractors and the WD.CX24S 
tank transporters, examples of all three types 
being used by fairground operators. 

The less common of the two types of 


Above: Henry Thurston’s Albion WD.CX22S, HNH 984F (Northampton 1967-68), seen at Wellingborough in 1968. (David Springthorpe) 
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Right: The second showland owner of 
WD.CX22S, HNH 984F, christened Semper 
Fidelis, was John Scarrott, in whose livery 
it is seen with the dodgems loads at 
Northampton in 1975. (David Springthorpe) 


Below: Ben Shufflebottom’s WD.CX22S, PHE 
703M (Barnsley 1973), is seen in company 
with the same owner’s Leyland Octopus at 
Ashbourne in 1974. (David Springthorpe) 



place, but this was later removed and the 
strange looking swinging boom fitted, as 
seen in the accompanying photograph. In this 
configuration it travelled with the Gallopers 
ride. 

The more common Albion gun tractor was 
the WD.CX22S model, which was based on 
the civilian CX22 variant. Thanks to Scammell 
being unable to produce sufficient numbers 
of the Pioneer artillery tractor, to satisfy 
the requirements of the War Department, 
following the commencement of hostilities, 
Albion was asked to design a complementary 
vehicle. 

In prototype form, the resultant vehicle was 
fitted with a cab reminiscent of the Matador, 
but the production version was fitted with 
the Albion-style bonneted cab as seen in 
the accompanying photographs. Production 




artillery tractor was the WD. FT15, which was 
developed by Albion as a precaution against 
the failure of the Bedford Traclat low profile 
gun tractor. The WD. FT15 was developed as 
a 6x6 low silhouette gun tractor, fitted with a 
95 bhp petrol engine and an 8 ton winch, as 
seen in the first photograph of the restored 
example, which I took at the Kemble rally in 
2001. 

Incidentally, I believe there are currently 
only four survivors of the type remaining. The 
original contract was for 500 vehicles but, as 
production only began in September 1944, 
with the war ending some eight months later, 
the contract was cancelled in January 1946, 
after just 150 had been supplied. 

As far as I am aware, the only example 
to have entered fairground use was YTO 
25 (Nottingham 1957) seen in the second 
photograph, while in the ownership of 
Ashley Brothers, the Nottingham-based 
showmen. It was initially used by Ashleys 
as a prime mover for their Waltzer ride, with 
it's original low profile military body still in 



Above: J E Robinson’s WD.CX22S,TWR 514F (Yorkshire, West Riding 1967-68), seen generating for the 
Speedway Ark ride at Bentley Gala, Doncaster, in 1973. (David Springthorpe) 
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Above: In very much original military condition, apart from the re-paint, registered WD.CX22S, named Marvellous, seen at Henley Regatta fair in July 
1977.This Albion has since been restored back into military livery. (David Springthorpe) 



Above: Alice Holland & Sons’WD.CX24S, HXU 25 (London 1946-47), is shown here generating for the 
Dodgems at Leicester in 1962. (David Springthorpe) 


commenced in November 1943, with 532 
vehicles being completed by June 1945, when 
the contracts were terminated. 

Although originally intended to be fitted 
with a petrol engine, they were eventually 
supplied with the Albion EN24 six cylinder 
diesel engine rated at 105 bhp, thus 
supposedly stealing a march on the Pioneer, 
which was fitted with the Gardner 6LW rated 
at 102 bhp! Fitted with a Scammell 8 ton 
winch, they apparently proved equal to the 
Pioneer in performance. Although in 6x4 
configuration, with heavy-duty single tyres 
all round, the front un-driven axle was un¬ 
braked. 

As with many other military vehicles 
deemed surplus to requirements after the 
end of the war, many of these tractors were 
eventually disposed of at the numerous 
Ministry of Defence dispersal sales held 
throughout the UK, with some being 
released as early as 1946, judging by their 
civilian registrations, whilst others were not 
'demobbed' until at least 20 years later. 

Although not as popular as the Scammell 
Pioneer with the fairground fraternity, I have 
identified over 20 of these gun tractors (no 
doubt there were others) that led second lives 
with travelling showmen, some of which are 
shown here. 

Although none are currently in use on the 
tobers, at least one is occasionally seen at 
commercial vehicle rallies, still in fairground 
guise, and at least one other has been 
restored as a military gun tractor. No doubt 


the remains of others are languishing in both 
showmens'quarters and scrapyards. 

The other Albion vehicle taken to by 
showmen, during the years following the end 
of World War II, albeit in lesser numbers than 
the artillery tractor, was the WD.CX24S tank 
transporter tractor. 

Although similar in appearance to the 
WD.CX22S, it was both shorter and narrower 
than the gun tractor, and was supplied with 
a dual-wheeled tandem-axle rear bogie, as 
opposed to the heavy duty singles fitted to 


the WD.CX22S. 

There is possibly some confusion between 
the two types in later fairground use, as some 
of the ex-artillery tractors were retro-fitted 
with dual- wheels on the rear axles. One 
distinguishing feature is the fact that the 
CX24S was fitted with a fuel tank on each side 
of the chassis, whereas the CX22S had a single 
fuel tank on the off-side, with an equipment 
'cage'on the nearside. 

Designed as a 20 ton capacity tractor, to haul 
a tandem axle semi-trailer, the WD.CX22S was 
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Right: Billy Crow’s WD.CX22S, PPY83G 
(Yorkshire, North Riding, 1968-69), on 
Newcastle Town Moor in June 1970.This 
tractor later passed to Yorkshire showman, 
Ronnie Church. (David Springthorpe) 


Below: William Shaw & Son’s Albion, DRJ 
293 (Salford 1948), named La Ronde, seen at 
Armley Feast, Leeds in 1952. (Rod Spooner) 




useful service as a GS (General Service) 
vehicle. 

Like it's WD.CX22S cousin, several were 
purchased by travelling showmen, and 
doubtless some of these were fitted with 
Gardner diesels to replace their thirsty petrol 
engines. 

Like many of the contemporary Scammell 
Pioneers, and others, most of these ex- 
military Albions were fitted with purpose- 
built bodies containing generators for 
fairground use, and although rather slow on 
the road, were particularly useful throughout 

Below: Botton Bros’WD.CX24S,HYH 699 

(London, 1947), seen with the Dodgem loads 

at Mitcham Common Easter Fair in 1951. 

Notice the large searchlight on the cab roof. 

(Rod Spooner) 


fitted with Albion's 10.5 litre petrol engine, 
offering 140 bhp, together with a Scammell 8 
ton capacity winch. Production commenced 
in March 1942, with some 751 being built, 
before production ended in 1944. 

Unfortunately, because of engine and other 
problems the vehicle proved unsatisfactory 
in service, and was down-rated to 15 tons. 

Its cross-country performance was inferior 
to that of the Scammell Pioneer, but it gave 

Below: Tom Smith & Sons’Albion WD.CX22S, 
HJJ 735 (London 1946-47), seen here with the 
firm’s dodgems loads in tow. 




the decades following World War II, pulling 
heavily-laden showmen's trailers although, 
as was also the case with their contemporary 
ex-WD tractors, their lack of power steering, 
combined with a poor steering lock, made 
shunting trailers during the building-up and 
pulling-down of rides an arm wrenching job 
for the driver. During the 1970s, they were 
gradually replaced by faster, more driver- 
friendly vehicles. 
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Scenes 

Remembered 




OUTH.au A Y.C 


Above and right: Pictures of‘The Elephant’, 
the Teignmouth Ouay Company’s Sentinel 
Tractor, No 5644, were shown in Part 1 of 
the story. Not surprisingly, this remarkable 
vehicle was often photographed at work, as 
in these views. The lettering on the canopy 
was created from crown cork bottle tops, 
many of them no doubt from Plymouth 
Breweries ‘Old Quay Inn’ on the dock, sadly 
long gone. It took nearly 50 years before 
Devon County Council issued a registration 
for the tractor in 1959. 

F ollowing the publication of 

the first part of'ATeign Full of 
Memories' a member of the 
team attheTeign Heritage 
Centre, Bob Kethro, contacted 
your editor, regarding John Slater's 
wonderful selection of images of the port 
and town in years gone by. 

With John's blessing, all of the 
Teignmouth content has now been 



added to the Heritage Centre's archive 
collection. I was able to meet Bob Kethro 
at the Centre and was shown a further 
selection of pictures showing life on 
the docks in years gone by. A selection 
these are shown on these pages, with the 


Centre's blessing. 

If you are in the area, do pay this 
excellent facility a visit, it contains some 
outstanding displays and extensive 
archives. Not surprisingly, there is a good 
selection of material relating to the South 


Devon Railway, including some wonderful 
pictures of the massive GWR broad gauge 
locos, posed with their crews, and a 
collection showing the 'navvies' at work at 
the town station in 1892,converting the 
tracks to standard gauge. 
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Right: A wartime Bedford ‘OWST’, with 1943 
Exeter registration, GFJ 24, tips its Load of 
ball clay onto an eLevator/conveyer system 
which takes it to the waiting ship. There’s a 
Commer tipper being Loaded on the other 
side of the dock. 


Below: Grain being discharged from a 
Bedford ‘A’Type tipper into a ship with 
a second vessel alongside and a BMC of 
Eggbeers in view to the right. 
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Below: Slinging from a Thames Trader. 


Right: After the installation of drying 
equipment at the local works, large 
tonnages of china clay in paper sacks were 
shipped via the port. This busy scene shows 
two cranes unloading a forward control 
Dennis and Dodge ‘Kew’, with a Commer 
waiting while the ship’s hands take it easy. 


Right: One of the WBB (Watts/Blake/Bearne) 
Thames Traders featured in Part 2, seen on 
the quayside during a slack period. 


Below: A Commer‘OX’tipper of Vallance’s, 
discharging ball clay from the ramp. 
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Right: Renwick’s 1961 Commer‘OX’, 917 HTA, 
Leaving the docks with its Load of coal. 


Below: A full Load of coal is carried on this 
Bedford ‘S’Type tipper, 47 COD, registered 
to F R Cook, from Kingsteignton, on 30th 
September, 1959, with timber trailers seen 
stacked up behind. 


Right: A‘Bedford Line-up’, Left to right, Eggbeer’s ‘S’Type 
tipper, PUO 840 (Devon, 1953), with H J T (Hexter, Jones and 
TunnicLiffe) of Kingsteignton’s ‘S’Type dropside, 640 CTT 
(Devon, 1959) and ‘TJ’tipper, 119 ATT (Devon, 1958). 


f 

/■ ^ 



mm? _ 


Above: H J T’s Bedford‘S’Type, in front of an un identified and battered‘S’Type short wheelbase tipper and an‘A’ Series of Eggbeer’s in the queue. 
Across the basin, a Dodge Kew and others unload bagged clay. 
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Above: An unidentified Dodge Kew tipper awaits 
action on the quayside, with a VauxhaLL‘E’Series 
saloon and an Austin Ruby also in view. 

Right: Eggbeers of Newton Abbott’s Foden ‘DG’ six¬ 
wheeler, FJF 88 (Leicester, 1949), with its sheets on 
top of the cab, loads bundles of water reed thatch, 
which was imported in increasing quantities from 
the 1950s onwards. This found a ready market ‘down 
there’, with Devon having the greatest percentage 
of thatched buildings in the UK. Also in view is a 
Vauxhall‘DX’saloon with the boot lid open. Could the 
Foden be ex-British Road Services, or possibly ex-War 
Department? 


The Foden ‘DG’/Smiths of Rodley mobile 
crane (shown in Part 3) is pictured along with 
Renwick’s rail-mounted crane. According to 
John Slater, the crane on the Foden had a 90 
foot extendible jib and was ex-Thomas W Ward 
of Sheffield. 
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Right: This Large consignment 
of water reed will take hours to 
discharge at this rate! The crew 
are Loading Bedford ‘OU ONK 368 
(Hertford, 1952), supervised by a man 
with his clipboard. 


Below: Another Load of ‘Westbricks’, 
made by the Western Counties Brick 
Company from Exeter has been 
off-Loaded from Frank Tucker’s 
Bedford ‘OL’ platform Lorry, JHT184 
(Bristol,1945). 

I 


Below: Avery busy scene with two vessels 
in the basin. The Scandinavian timber will 
require some sorting, as four men tackle 
the stack of‘Westbricks’on FrankTucker’s 
Albion Reiver dropside six-wheeler. 
































The Ouay company’s Priestman awaits custom, while across 
the basin a BRS Bristol‘HG’eight-wheeler is seen with the 
door open, next to a Dodge Kew dropside. Is the Bristol’s 
driver fixing his ropes or casting a line? 


Right: A BRS AEC Mercury artic is in the 
throes of Loading or unloading steel 
courtesy of the Priestman. 


Below: A CommerVAType platform Lorry 
with a typical sheeted Load of mixed timber, 
is seen between a very battered Bedford ‘CA’ 
van and the ‘Guv’nor’s’ Bentley‘R’type. 
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Above: A pre-war view of ShaLdon Bridge, showing a Devon General 
Leyland Lion LT7 at The Toll House with the Toll Board visible by the 
pushbike. 

This 48-strong batch of buses, delivered in the winter of 1936/7, had 
Harrington B36F bodywork, with registration numbers CTA 61-108. 
They were the first diesel single-deckers in the fleet, but with their 
four cylinder 5.7 litre engines, they must have been hard going. Devon 
General’s Route 13,Torquay- Maidencombe-Shaldon-Teignmouth, 
hugged the coast via the scenic A379, and the climb out of ShaLdon 
must have been a real challenge for the drivers. 


Left: The Toll bridge was owned by The Teignmouth and ShaLdon 
Bridge Company until 28th October 1948, when Devon County Council 
purchased it for £92,020 and tolls were abolished. The toll board was 
saved and is on display at the Teign Heritage Centre. The charges for 
a typical coach from the period must have been ‘a good earner’on a 
summer’s day - 2/6d single and 4/- return. The bridge structure was 
strengthened and widened early in this century, but the Toll House 
survives. 


Below: A colour shot dating from the 1980s, showing the scene on 
a nice summer’s day, including a ScammeLL Routeman tipper from 
GLendinning’s of Ashburton. 


TtlLNMOlTlkSHttLDONBRIDGECOMPANY^ 

| • LlSTo^TOLL S 

Pedestrian. Bicycle (including Rider) 
Perambulator.Mail-cort on Go-corf 
(including person in charge) 
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Clive Baker reviews an interesting period in the development of this corporation's bus fleet. 



Above: Six of these three-axle Guy FCX66s, five fitted with Ransomes, Sims and Jefferies 65 seat bodies, plus one by Shorts seating 66, were delivered 
in 1929-30, the majority lasting into the World War II period. Fleet no 30, illustrated here in pre-war Livery, was the Last petrol engine vehicle to be 
operated, and survived until 1947,finishing up as a caravan in Staffordshire. (Barry Edwards’ collection) 


M y home town is Derby, 
and my first interest in 
public transport was at 
the early age of six during 
World War II. This interest 
was triggered by the sight of ex-Hastings 
Tramways Guy BT single-deck trolleybuses 
being operated by Derby Corporation, 
having seen vehicles of the same type 
operating in their home town during a 
wartime visit to my maternal grandmother. 

Six vehicles were purchased from Hastings, 
but only four entered service. They were not 
popular with the female wartime crews, as they 
de-wired easily and the upward boom spring 
pressure was almost too strong to handle. 
Similar wartime purchases from Hastings were 


made by both Nottingham CityTransport and 
Mexborough and Swinton Traction. 

This article will focus on the changing scene 
in Derby from this wartime period up to 1960, 
when the last trolleybuses were delivered to 
the corporation fleet, and I left the town to 
complete my National Service. 

Prior to the start of my childhood 
observations, in the early war years, two Tilling- 
Stevens single-deckers had passed to the local 
Derby Fire Brigade, and four similar vehicles 
were split equally between the Auxiliary Fire 
Service (AFS) and the Air Raid Precaution 
Committee (ARP). 

The first three diesel single-deckers, which 
had entered service in 1935 for comparative 
performance trials, were used by the Ministry 


of War Transport from the early 1940s, and 
two were subsequently repurchased in 1943. 
They were a Crossley Alpha VR6, which was 
converted into a tower wagon, and a Daimler 
COG5 (Gardner engine), which was stripped 
for spares. The third, a Leyland TS6c, passed 
to Astill and Jordan of Ratby, where it lasted a 
further ten years. 

The Derby fleet was in a good position at the 
outbreak of war, having received 26 Daimler 
COG5 double-deck buses with Brush bodies 
between 1936 and 1939, presumably as a 
result of the single-deck diesel engine trials. 
Three of these were later converted to tower 
wagons. In addition, three of the pre-war 
three-axle Guy FCX66s lasted into 1945, with 
a fourth not being withdrawn until 1947. Also, 
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Right: Fleet no 87 is typical of Derby’s 
pre-war trolleybus fleet that replaced the 
trams, and provided route extensions 
beyond the original termini, plus access 
to new slum clearance housing estates. 

The vehicle depicted is one of 76 Guy BTXs, 
delivered between 1932 and 1937, the 
majority being fitted with Brush bodies, 
with smaller batches from Dodson and 
Weymann, all with 56 seats. In this pre-war 
view, 87 is seen turning out of Bateman 
Street into Osmaston Road, on a workmen’s 
special to the Nightingale Road short 
working turning circle, which was close to 
the Rolls-Royce factory. (Derby City Council/ 
Pictures the Past) 

three Guy FC48s from pre-war orders of eight 
lasted until 1945. There were also 80 three-axle 
trolleybuses acquired for tram replacement 
and route extensions delivered between 1932 
and 1937, plus six two-axle Daimler CTM4s that 
arrived in 1938. 

The three-axle trolleybuses had bodies 
by Brush, Weymann and Dodson, and were 
mounted on Guy BTX chassis, with the 
exception of four vehicles, a Sunbeam MS2, 
a Karrier E6, a Ransomes Sims and Jefferies, 
and a rareThornycroft HD. The latter four were 
purchased for comparison with the Guys. I 
never saw any of these four in regular service, 
only observing them on lunchtime workmen's 
specials to Rolls-Royce and the ex LMS railway 
workshops. I eventually managed to identify 


the make of these four by looking at the tax 
disc, which gave a great sense of childhood 
achievement. 

The Daimler CTM4 trolleybuses had Brush 
bodies, based on those fitted to the Daimler 
COG5 buses, being built as the same time. 

They were purchased following a trial with a 
Willowbrook-bodied Daimler demonstrator, 
which eventually finished up with South 
Shields Corporation, and was re-bodied by Roe 
after wartime damage. 

Therefore, these were the vehicles that 


caught my childhood attention in those 
wartime years, together with the changing 
scenes in the town. The bases of the trolleybus 
traction standards were painted black and 
white, as were pavement kerb stones, to help 
drivers who had to cope with the blackout, 
together with masked headlights and heavy 
winter fogs. Road direction signs were 
removed, and the word 'Derby' painted over 
on Corporation vehicles to confuse the enemy. 
The town also saw the installation of barrage 
balloon sites, strategically positioned static 



Above: There were 26 of these Daimler COG5s, delivered in three batches between 1936 and 1939, following trials with three oil-engined single- 
deck vehicles, a Crossley Alpha VR6,a Leyland TS6c and a Daimler COG5. Obviously, the Latter must have impressed, given the purchasing policy that 
followed. Here we see three of the 54 seat Brush-bodied Daimler double-deckers in this wartime view of Sinfin Lane, at a shift change outside the 
Ordnance Depot, referred to in the article. The importance of the depot is illustrated by the number of workers, and that there are at Least four other 
vehicles to the rear. Trolleybus wiring is in place, installed in 1943, to allow electric vehicles to supplement the normal bus service and some of the 
workmen’s specials. (Hurst and WaLLis) 
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Right: In the post-war period, three of the 
Daimler COG5 buses were converted into 
tower wagons in support of the trolleybus 
system. Now numbered 3 in the tower 
wagon fleet, the above was converted 
from bus 48 by August 1952, and finally 
to recovery vehicle 6 by June 1969. The 
Linesmen in this view are repairing a twin 
Line hanger at the head of The Morledge; 
the area to the rear in Tenant Street was 
used as a corporation bus park for many 
years. (Robin Cox) 

water tanks to deal with any fire damage, 
smelly smoke screen units to be used during 
air raids, and street-sited kitchen waste bins for 
animal feed. 

By 1944, after the entry of the USA into the 
war, American servicemen arrived on the 
scene, with their gifts of chewing gum, nylon 
stockings and Camel cigarettes. An illustration 
of how attitudes have changed over the years is 
that, during the war, the Red Cross had to have 
two segregated clubs in the town, one each for 
white and coloured American servicemen. My 
maternal grandmother was housekeeper at the 
latter, having joined us in Derby after her home 
in Hastings was bombed. 

Apart from the arrival of the Hastings 
trolleybuses in 1942, the first three wartime 
Utility buses were delivered in a grey livery 
and comprised a solitary Bristol K5G and two 
Guy Arab 1 s, also with Gardner 5LW engines. 
The Bristol had a Strachans body, and the Guys 
were bodied by Massey, bodybuilders the 
Corporation had not used before. I seem to 
remember the seats in the Massey bodies were 
surprisingly upholstered in dark red leather, but 


they were certainly fitted with unglazed rear 
upper emergency exit windows. 

Derby had many factories engaged on 
war work, including Rolls-Royce, Qualcast, 
International Combustion and Leys, to name 
but a few, together with a large Royal Ordnance 
Depot in Sinfin Lane. To cope with increased 
number of workers, vehicles were loaned 
during 1942-44 to cover, until the delivery of 
further Utility buses began in 1943. 

For a short period in 1942, seven vehicles 
came from the local Regional Army Transport 
Commissioner at Chilwell, which included 
at least one vehicle owned by Barton. Five 
Crossley Condors were hired from Manchester 
Corporation in 1942/43, plus four AEC STs from 
London Transport, between late 1942 and 


Above: Six Daimler CTM4 trolleybuses were delivered in 1938, fitted with 54 seat Brush bodies, 
based on Daimler motorbuses being delivered in the same period; five lasted over 21 years. 

The purchase followed the use of a Daimler demonstrator, CWK 67, for a six week period in 1937. 
This red and cream Willowbrook bodied vehicle was eventually purchased by South Shields 
Corporation in 1938 and was rebodied by Roe, the original having been destroyed during a 
bombing raid in 1941.The demonstration trolleybus, with incorrect registration number CWK 47, 
poses for the photographer at the Kingsway terminus of Derby’s Ashbourne Road service. 

(Derby City Council) 


early 1944. The latter had petrol engines and 
open staircases and were originally owned by 
Thomas Tilling Ltd, before passing to London 
Transport in 1933. My only observation of these 
loaned buses was of one of the London STs 
storming up a steep hill at the end of my road; 
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Right: The increase in wartime patronage, 
plus the Lack of new vehicles, Led Derby 
Corporation to purchase six Guy BT single 
deck trolleybuses from Hastings Tramways 
in 1942.They had central entrance 32 seat 
bodies by Ramsomes, Sims and Jefferies; 
only four were operated, the remaining 
two being used for spares. They were only 
in use for a short period, being withdrawn 
in 1944-45. Fleet no 169 (Hastings 38) Leads 
a pair of the second-hand vehicles on the 
exit road from the Osmaston Road depot. 
Similar wartime purchases from Hastings 
were made by Nottingham City Transport 
and Mexborough and Swinton Traction. 

(WJ Haynes) 




PC BOI 


modular British Insulated Callender's Cables 
(BICC) fittings. The replacement of the rest 
of the overhead wiring infrastructure was 
piecemeal; there was no major replacement 
of all of the original equipment as seen in 
Nottingham and Ipswich. There was also a 
change from trolley-wheel current collection 
to the use of carbon insert skates; Sunbeam 
W fleet no 177 was the first to be so fitted, and 
trialled on the Burton Road/Uttoxeter Road 
service before full fleet conversion. 

The first post-war vehicle purchase in 1947-48 
was ten Daimler CVD6 (Daimler engines) buses 
with Brush bodywork, based on their wartime 
design. In order to obtain quick delivery after 
the war, this basic Derby design was also used 
on vehicles supplied to Nottingham, Leeds, 
Bradford, Exeter, Stalybridge, Trent and Browns 
Blue. 


Above: Typical of the wartime Utility bus deliveries are Daimler 8, a CWA6 with Duple bodywork, 
and Guy Arab LL15, fitted with a Strachans body. Both had 56 wooden slatted seats when 
delivered in 1944, which were replaced by upholstered units circa 1947. Both Lasted around 18 
years in service.The location is in Midland Road, outside the Midland Hotel, which was opened by 
the railway company in 1841. (WJ Haynes) 


the exhaust noise was ear splitting! 

A further three Guy Arab 1/5LWs arrived in 
1943, fitted with Park Royal bodies, another 
new bodybuilder to the Department. The 
following year, ten Utility vehicles were 
delivered, divided between six Daimler CWA6s 
(AEC engines) and four Guy Arab 11/5LWs, with 
bodies from Brush, Duple, Northern Counties 
and Strachans, providing a further two new 
bodybuilders. 

Two of the Daimlers were fitted with 
lowbridge Brush bodies, a feature not required 
in Derby. They were eventually re-built, using 
highbridge bodies from pre-war Daimler 
COG5s. Also in 1944, the first two Utility 
Sunbeam W trolleybuses, with Weymann 
bodies arrived, and even now I can remember 
the strong smell of varnish emitting from the 
wooden slatted seats. 

My home was near the Sinfin Lane route, 
which led to the International Combustion 
factory and the Ordnance Depot, referred to 
earlier. The route was served by motorbuses. 
Early in 1943,1 suddenly came across trolleybus 


traction standards laid along the side of the 
lane, and overhead junctions/crossovers 
inserted into the wiring outside the Normanton 
Barracks, which was the junction of Sinfin Lane 
and Balaclava Road. 

It had obviously been decided to provide 
some trolleybuses on the normal service, and to 
supplement the numerous workmen's specials 
from the area. This would also presumably save 
petrol and diesel. The installation of the traction 
standards and overhead wiring were watched 
with avid interest, until the opening in late 
August 1943. 

Six Utility Daimler buses were delivered in 
1945, five having Brush bodies, plus a single 
Duple example. One had a Daimler engine, 
the remainder were fitted with AEC units. Also 
delivered were three Sunbeam W trolleybuses, 
followed by a further ten in 1946, all fitted with 
Park Royal Utility bodies. Some lasted twenty 
years before withdrawal. 

Towards the end of the war, the original 
trolleybus overhead wooden insulated 
junctions and crossovers were replaced by 



Above: This picture indicates the hazards of 
the wartime blackout. Guy BIX trolleybus 
88 has crashed into the traction standard 
and sustained substantial damage.The 
vehicle has masked headlights, white front 
wing edges, and a white stripe across the 
front panel. However, to assist the driver 
in adverse weather conditions, a fog Lamp 
has been fitted. The traction standard has 
had black and white stripes added to assist 
with the blackout, but these were no help 
on this occasion. (Author’s collection) 
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Right: There were 15 Sunbeam W 
trolleybuses delivered in the period 1944- 
1946, all but two having Park Royal 56 seat 
bodies.The exceptions were bodied by 
Weymann,and an example (172) can be 
seen at the Sandtoft Trolleybus Museum, 
North Lincolnshire. One of the former, fleet 
no 173, is having its booms replaced on the 
overhead wires, while on the town centre 
Osmaston Park Road stand in Victoria 
Street. When the first three were delivered 
in 1945, the front destination indicator was 
in the correct position, as illustrated, but 
there were no route number boxes, which 
were normally positioned to the vehicle’s 
right; these were fitted in the Late 1950s 
except on 174. (R Marshall) 

Below: Two odd vehicles were allocated 
to the Derby fleet in 1944; these were 
Daimler CWA6s fitted with Brush lowbridge 
bodies. There were no Low underbridges 
on the undertaking’s routes, and the 
upstairs sunken gangway with Long bench 
seats, with the underside of the gangway 
protruding into the offside downstairs 
seating, took some getting used to by 
passengers and conductors. In 1953, these 
non-standard bodies were removed, and 
those from pre-war Daimler COG5s fitted. 
(Roy Marshall) 



The next major delivery during 1948-49 was 
30 Sunbeam F4 trolleybuses with Brush bodies, 
which began the replacement of early vehicles. 
Similar trolleybuses were supplied to Walsall 
Corporation, but with shallower windscreens 
and sliding cab door. 

The ownership of a bicycle allowed my friend 
and I to check progress on the construction 
of the two post-war trolleybus extensions, 
namely along Duffield Road to the edge of 
Allestree village (after much local opposition), 
which opened in September 1947, and along 
Ashbourne Road into the new Mackworth 
housing estate. This latter extension opened 
in two stages, in June 1952, and July 1953. 

The roads on the estate were built first, before 
any housing construction, so we used to cycle 
along these trying to envisage where future 
services would run. 

A further 30 Daimler CVD6 Brush-bodied 
buses were delivered in 1948-50, again 
replacing earlier vehicles. The body design 




Above: The first post-war delivery in 1947-48 was tJn Daimler CVD6 motorbuses, with Brush 56 
seat bodies, the style of which was based on the company’s wartime design. In order to obtain 


speedy deliveries after the war, a number of other operators accepted the same body design. Fleet 
no 25 enters the town centre on a return trip from Chaddesden, painted in the Later post-war bus 
livery, incorporating cream between decks, which reflected the earlier pre-war style. Note the 
period cars in the background. No 27 from this batch is privately owned. (Thomas Knowles) 



Above: Late 1948 also saw the first arrivals of 30 Sunbeam F4 trolleybuses, with 56 seat Brush 
bodies, which started the replacement of the pre-war fleet. Fleet no 214 Leans over, as it Leaves 
Duffield Road to turn into the Kingscroft turning circle at the edge of Allestree village. The 
destination is set ready for the return to Wyndham Street, Alvaston. This attractive turning 
circle was the Location of many post-war enthusiasts’ photographs, and is now the site of private 
housing.The writer and his friend watched the progress of the overhead installation of this post¬ 
war extension with schoolboy interest. Sister vehicle 215 is in private ownership. (C Routh) 
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was less upright than the first post-war 
delivery and similar vehicles were supplied to 
Wolverhampton and Maidstone Corporations, 
but with sliding cab doors. Some of the latter 
were loaned to London Transport as a result 
of the capital's immediate post-war vehicle 
shortage. 

In 1952, there was a major surprise, with the 
delivery often buses, split equally between 
Brush-bodied Foden PVD6s and Crossley 

Right: The second surprise, one month 
Later, was the arrival of five Crossley 
DD42/6A buses, again with the same usual 
Brush bodywork. This order followed a 
three day trial with a similar vehicle from 
Manchester Corporation, thought to be 
2178 (confirmation would be welcome), 
also on the Overdale Road service.They 
had a much more sympathetic gear 
change and, in this view, 114 waits to 
reach the temporary stand in the Market 
Place for Upperdale Road, still regarded 
as a trolleybus service.The normal stand 
in Victoria Street could not be used, as 
the thoroughfare had been partially 
closed for five years, in order to rebuild 
an underground culvert. No 111 from 
this batch is in the Tameside Transport 
Collection. (R Marshall) 


DD42/8As. This followed trials with vehicles 
from P&O Lloyd and Manchester Corporation 
respectively. Drivers always seemed to have 
difficulty with the Foden gear changes, and 
the vehicles appeared to sit up on the front 


Above: Daimler CVD6 no 32 was the first 
of 30 vehicles delivered in 1949 and 1950, 
all with Brush 56 seat bodies, similar to 
the first post-war Sunbeam trolleybuses. 
The body design was Less upright than the 
first Daimlers that arrived after the war. 
The location is near the terminus of the 
Sinfin Lane service, with the trolleybus 
traction standard still showing wartime 
black and white stripes. Trolleybuses were 
introduced to this route during the war 
to help with the movement of employees 
from the Large Ordnance Depot, plus 
supplementing the normal bus service. 

(R Marshall) 


Left: There were three surprises in 1952. 
The first saw the arrival of five Foden PVD6 
motorbuses in January, fitted with the 
usual Brush 56 seat bodies. A similar Foden 
from P O Lloyd of Bagillt, FDM 568, had 
been previously trialled for ten days on 
the Overdale Road service. These vehicles 
always sat up on the front springs and 
drivers seemed to have difficulty with gear 
changes. They nevertheless Looked smart, 
with the enclosed radiator, styled bonnet 
and chrome hub-caps. No 106 is waiting 
at the Nottingham Road stand, normally a 
trolleybus service, adjacent to the Market 
Place. (R Marshall) 
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Right: The third surprise, Later in the 
year, was the arrival often 56 seat 
WiLLowbrook-bodied Daimler CVD6 buses. 
The original order had been placed with 
Brush, but after that company’s decision 
to cease bodybuilding, production was 
transferred to the Willowbrook factory 
on the other side of Loughborough. 

There were similarities with the Brush 
design, although the front elevation was 
completely different. No 104 waits at the 
temporary stand referred to in the caption 
to the picture of the Crossley. (R Marshall) 


springs. With the Crossleys, however, the 
drivers seemed to be able to change gear'like 
a knife through butter'" although getting the 
handbrake off was sometimes a challenge. 

At the same time, another surprise was 
the delivery often Daimler CVD6 buses with 
Willowbrook bodies. The original order had 
been placed with Brush, but with the cessation 
of bodybuilding by the company, the order 
was transferred across Loughborough to 


Willowbrook. Although to Brush design, they 
differed in style around the cab from the earlier 
post-war deliveries and the Fodens/Crossleys 
being delivered at the same time. 

In the same year, the delivery of 20 Sunbeam 
F4 trolleybuses began, these also having 
Willowbrook bodies re-allocated from Brush. 
The three-axle experimental trolleybus 
introduced by Walsall Corporation to Mr Edgley 
Cox's design had the same front body style. 


Left: The penultimate trolleybus delivery 
was 20 Sunbeam F4s, with Willowbrook 
60 seat bodies, which arrived in 1952/53. 
Again, the original order was with Brush, 
but apart from the windscreen and cab 
areas, the rest of the body design was 
very much Willowbrook, complete with 
the trade mark upper front window radii. 

No 228 is seen here waiting to reach the 
Shelton Lock stand in the Market Place. 

Sister vehicle 224 is preserved, but not on 
public display at the time of writing. 

(R F Mack/S Fozard collection) 

1957 saw the arrival often Daimler CVG6 
(Gardner engine) buses with Park Royal bodies, 
which incorporated the first new look enclosed 
radiators and sliding cab doors. 

In 1960, with National Service imminent, one 
final memory was seeing one of the last batch 
of eight Sunbeam F4A trolleybuses, which 
arrived that year, fitted with Roe bodywork, 
being towed into Derby from the bodybuilders. 
The next two years were spent serving Queen 
and country in the wilds of Hampshire, but 
that's another story. 

My thanks go to Barry Edwards, who 
kindly read through the original draft of this 
article, resulting in a number of constructive 
suggestions. 





Above: There was a gap before further vehicle deliveries until 1957, 
when ten Daimler CVG6 buses arrived, but with Park Royal four-bay 
bodies seating 60. They had the original Daimler‘tin front’enclosed 
radiator and sliding cab door, the Latter feature a first for the 
Department. No 116 turns out of Albert Street into the Cornmarket. 
(Writer’s collection) 



Above: The final trolleybus delivery was in 1960, which comprised 
eight Sunbeam F4As with Roe 65 seat bodies. These vehicles only 
Lasted just over seven years and found no second home. No 240 waits 
in the Market Place before departing to Shelton Lock, with Utility 
Sunbeam W175 behind. No 237 from this batch is privately owned and 
resides at the East Anglian Transport Museum, Carlton Colville, Suffolk. 
(R F Mack/S Fozard copyright) 
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TANKS FOR THE 

Mike Forbes has selected some 
pictures of tankers from the Hodge 
Stilltime Collection, showing 
different liveries from the past, which 
might jog some memories. 




S orry about the awful heading, 
but it does say what this is all 
about. The tankers shown here 
all carry liveries and names from 
the past, which are likely to result 
in the response: "Oh yes, I remember that 
company,"jogging memories of the petrol 
station down the road which, if it's still there, 
is more likely to be operating for one of the 
big 'combines'these days. 

There were some regional fuel companies, 
set up in opposition to the big names, others 
were distributors for them, mainly dealing 
with industrial customers, tractor fuel and 
central heating oil. A number of names, 
including some seen here, like Power and 
National Benzole, have been taken over, their 
names used for a while and then quietly 
dropped. 

Once upon a time, garages would have a 
row of pumps with what we would usually 
think of as competing names. This was a 
practice which generally died out in post-war 
days and you can't help wondering if those 
pumps all worked off a single storage tank... 

We also have the excuse to look at some 
nice lorries from the past, including a 
significant number of eight-wheelers, 
which were favoured for many years by the 


fuel companies, before artics became the 
maximum weight vehicles of choice, more or 
less across the board. 

For once, it's a real shame that these pictures 
are in black and white, as they don't show all 
the colourful liveries we have here. Perhaps 
that's the reason tankers have always been 
popular with enthusiasts. Or maybe it goes 
right back to our boyhood, as tankers seem to 
have been the first models in the likes of the 
Dinky Toys, Match box Toys and other series, 
to actually be finished in a particular livery, 
rather than the jolly, but plain colours usually 
used... 

Several of these pictures follow on from last 
month's Lorry Driver of the Year feature, as the 
fuel companies were great supporters of that 
competition over the years. A number of the 
pictures were taken at the commercial vehicle 
shows, where the usually fairly anonymous 
tank builders would show off their wares to 
potential customers, and what better way 
than to exhibit a vehicle in the colourful livery 
of a satisfied customer? 

I will try to add some details of both the 
vehicles and the companies whose liveries 
they carry. As ever, if anybody has anything to 
add, or if I get something wrong, I would be 
pleased to hear from you for the letters pages. 


Left: Here we have an Atkinson 
‘Black knight’ eight-wheeler 
from the early 1960s, in the 
colours of Fina Fuel Oils, 
seen on the 1962 commercial 
vehicle show stand of‘YEWCO’ 
-Yorkshire Engineering and 
Welding Co, of Friars Works, 
Bradford Road, Idle, Bradford. 

The cab is in the Fina mid-blue, 
while the tank is in black, typical 
of vehicles used for diesel and 
black oils. 

Petrofina was a Belgian oil 
company, which entered the 
British market by buying the 
Cities Service Oil Co in 1939. 

From 1948, Fina expanded 
rapidly in the UK, recruiting 
service station owners for 
solus trading.The company 
merged with Total in 1999 to 
form TotalFina which, after 
subsequent mergers, has 
changed its name back to Total. 
(CHC abh599) 
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The National Benzole company was started in 1919, to market a coal gas 
by-product, benzole, as motor fuel. This was soon mixed with increasing 
proportions of petrol. From 1957, the company was owned by Shelmex-BP, 
rebranded in the 1960s as National, with a new version of its‘Mr Mercury’ 
logo - as seen here - which was used until the 1990s, when the brand was 
phased out by parent company, BP. We saw the previous Livery on an Albion in 
Last month’s ‘Scenes Past’. 

Here we see an AEC Mammoth Major 8 Mk V, 638 BYX (London, Late 1961), 
in the mainlyyeLLow Livery with blue Lettering on its 4,000 gallon tank. It’s 
taking part in an early-1960s Lorry Driver of the Year competition, the driver 
wearing his best uniform, including peaked cap. There are other tankers 
awaiting their turn in the background. (CHC abh945) 




Left: Isherwoods VIP Petroleum was a 
successful Manchester-based discount brand, 
owned by a major motor dealer in the area, 
as seen here. VIP Petroleum and Super Petrol 
were originally wholly owned by Isherwoods 
Petrol Company Ltd, with premises at 128 
Wellington Road, Eccles, near Manchester. 
The VIP name was a major rival to Conoco’s 
Jet chain in some areas. Note the price of a 
gallon -not a Litre - of petrol in those days 
was 4s 3d, the equivalent of 21p today. VIP 
was bought in 1964 by Signal Oil Company, 
which took the VIP name into Belgium, 
passing to Occidental Petroleum in 1968. 

By 1974, the VIP brand disappeared, as ELF 
Petroleum bought the company out and 
absorbed the fleet and retail outlets to 
operate under its own brand. 

Isherwoods VIP tanker, WDB 720 (Stockport, 
1962), an ERF 68G eight-wheeler, with set¬ 
back front axle, carrying an oval tank, seen 
here at the company’s Ford dealership, with 
a Bedford CA van, Humber Hawk or Snipe and 
two new Thames Trader chassis-cabs, a type 
which featured in the mixed VIP tanker fleet. 
(CHC aay686) 


www.roadscene.com 


October 17 39 













Above: Power Petroleum Company was an 
independent distributor of motor spirit, 
with headquarters in London, established 
in 1923, to distribute petrol imported from 
Russia. The company was acquired in 1934 
by Shell-Mex and BP. Up to the end of the 
1950s, Power brand fuel was sold alongside 
National Benzole, Shell and BP, but after this, 
the company seems to have changed from a 
retail business to a bulk supply business of 
fuels for industry and BP Energol lubricants. 
A fleet of tankers was operated in a mid¬ 
green livery, with yellow-gold lettering 
(some with ‘Fuel Oils for Industry’ as well as 
the name, like the Octopus seen last month), 
and including a number of‘mouth organ’- 
cabbed Leyland Beavers, like fleet no L811, 
VLH 756 (London, early 1959), seen here at a 
rainy-looking LDOY heat. (CHC abL356) 

Left: The Power livery changed in the early 
1960s, to the not particularly long-lived 
green and white-based colour scheme, seen 
on this new AEC Marshal six-wheeler, 926 
EXM (London, early 1963), photographed 
on the Holmes Alexander stand at the 
commercial vehicle show. 



Above: The lettering on the cab says ‘Power Petroleum Co Ltd’, showing that this company did, indeed, distribute BP Energol Lubricants - in this case 
in bulk, to industrial and marine customers - the Leyland Comet 90, NXW 277 (London, Late 1953), seen here at another LDOY heat, being fleet no L477. 

(CHC abh579) 
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Above: Jet was established in 1954, after petrol rationing ended, the name derived from the registration of the company’s first AEC eight-wheeled 
tanker, restored for its 50th Anniversary. Jet always competed on price and service, continuing after takeover by the Long established American Conoco 
(Continental Oil Co), Later to become part of Conoco Phillips. The Jet brand is still around, the name being used in the UK by Phillips 66. 

This Long wheelbase AEC Mercury, VBE 475 (Lindsay, Lincolnshire, early 1960), would have carried 2,500 gallons of petrol, or slightly Less diesel. It was 
in the dark red Livery with the delta-winged aircraft Logo used for manyyears.lt was being overtaken by an early Lambretta‘LD’ scooter, when posed 
here for its photograph. (CHC aay578) 



Left: Gulf Oil (Great Britain) Ltd 
resulted from the takeover of 
SiLvertown Lubricants in 1928, by the 
Gulf Oil Corporation of Pittsburgh, 
USA, founded in 1901 as a result of 
an oil discovery in Texas. Petrol and 
other fuels were marketed by Gulf 
from the 1960s, with a new refinery 
at Milford Haven. In 1984, the biggest 
merger at that time saw Chevron buy 
Gulf, since when the Chevron brand 
took over. 

This smart-looking LeyLand Beaver 
artic unit, GAN 844 (West Ham, 1953), 
is seen in the dark blue Livery, with 
a single-axle tank trailer, the driver 
‘dipping’the tank to measure the 
Load. (CHC aax722) 


Right: Murco Petroleum Ltd is a United 
Kingdom-based oil refining company, set up by 
Murphy Oil Corporation in 1960. In 1981, Murco 
purchased an 30% stake in Amoco’s Milford 
Haven Refinery, and the remaining 70% in 2007, 
although it was then sold in 2014, along with 
the company’s chain of service stations, so the 
name is now seldom-seen. 

This Gardner 150-powered Guy Invincible 
tractor unit, with a modern-looking tank trailer, 
mounted on four-in-line - twin oscillating 
bogies - suspension, was photographed 
during the build-up of an early 1960s 
commercial vehicle show, on the stand of tank 
manufacturer, Alfred Miles, better-known for 
fire engines, by that time part of the GLoster 
Aircraft Co. (CHC aaz919) 
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Right: The striking red, white and blue Regent 
Livery we all remember from the Dinky Supertoys 
model had been replaced by all-over red, when 
this Leyland Octopus, 401 EXT (London, 1962), was 
seen at an LDOY event. It was a surprisingly Late 
example with the ‘mouth-organ’ style cab, after 
the LAD had been introduced, but with the then 
usual squared-off style of tank body. Also unusual 
were the Leyland badges under the grilles of this 
and a second similar vehicle, seen waiting its turn 
behind the Lady with the headscarf, acting as a 
judge. 

Regent was the brand name of a small company, 
Burt, Boulton and Haywood, taken over by 
Trinidad Leaseholds and developed in the 1930s, 
supplying bus companies and one of the first to 
establish solus trading on forecourts. Post-war, 
the company worked with the Texas Oil Company, 
soon part of CaLtex.The Trinidad Oil Co, as it had 
become, then became part of Texaco, as it became 
in 1959, and the Regent name was replaced after 
CaLtex (Europe) was split up in 1967. In turn, 
the Texaco name has now Largely given way to 
Chevron. (CHCabj430) 




Left: The unusual cab on this Guy Warrior 
tractor unit, with its‘wrap-around’ 
windscreens, reminiscent of the BoaLLoy 
‘KV’-type cab, seems to have been a one-off 
for Mobilgas. VXD 425 (London, late-1958) 
was photographed on a road test, on 
Wolverhampton tradeplates, with a single¬ 
axle tank trailer in the company’s red Livery. 

The Vacuum Oil Co, founded in the USA 
in 1865, the name derived from the oil 
distillation process used, distributed its 
‘Mobiloil’ motor oil in the UK from 1903, 
introducing Mibilgas petrol in the early 
1950s, before the Coryton refinery was 
opened in 1954. The Pegasus flying horse 
also replaced the Gargoyle logo at this time. 
Mobil continued to expand its presence in 
the UK, but after the merger forming Exxon 
Mobil in 1999, the Esso brand has taken over. 
(CHC abe691) 



Above: The Esso brand is one of the few seen here which have survived. The name is the phonetic pronunciation of S 0,the initials of Standard Oil. 
Anglo-American Oil was set up to import Lamp oil from America, then added Pratt’s motor spirit. The Esso name, introduced in 1934, gradually replaced 
Pratt’s, Redline, GLico and Later Cleveland, along with Anglo-American.The FawLey refinery made the UK company self-sufficient. Parent Standard Oil 
changed its name to Exxon, but Esso continues to be used in the UK. 

In the Late 1960s, white replaced the red Livery, seen here on Leyland Octopus 22.0/1, NLE 211 (London, 1952), with a 3,600 gallon tank, taking part in 
a forerunner of LDOY, the‘Commercial Vehicle Rally Safety Trials’held at Slough in the early 1950s. (CHC abi510) 


42 October 17 


www.roadscene.com 



















Above: Aero Petroleum Company was a small company, based in Barking, which distributed petroleum products from there around East London and 
East Anglia. Its BMC FFK-based 2,000 gallon tanker, GWC 290 (Essex, 1962), is seen delivering to a commercial customer’s premises. The customer’s 
manager can be seen coming out to check the driver’s‘dips’, verifying the quantity delivered. The customer was Harvey, Bradfield & Toyer Ltd, which 
distributed groceries to ‘VG’ shops. One of its Bedford AType box vans can be seen behind the tanker. (CHC abh317) 



Right: Century Oils is another company which still seems to 
be thriving, based in Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. A family company 
until 1992, when it was taken over by Fuchs, it took the name 
Century Oils after moving to Hanley on the cusp of a new century 
in January 1900. Based on the extraction of crude oil from local 
coal seams, the company has continued to produce industrial 
and then automotive Lubricants. 

Here we have a LeyLand Octopus, 901WVT (Stoke-on-Trent, 
1962), with the Long-door LAD cab, and a tanker body, in the 
Livery of Walkers (Century Oils) Ltd, at the company’s premises in 
the mid-1960s. (CHC abe720) 


Left: A wintry scene, with an unusual-looking 
tank trailer seen behind a Thames Trader‘6D’ 
tractor unit with the Later-style grille, brand new 
and un-registered, making this picture date from 
around 1962-3. The skirted tank trailer has roLLer- 
shutters along the sides which, no doubt, gave 
access to valves from separate compartments in 
the tank. 

Filtrate Oils were produced for motor cars 
by Edward Joy & Sons of Leeds from 1903, the 
company having previously produced oils and 
Lubricants for the railways and industry. The 
company’s products were successful for many 
years, recommended by a number of car-makers. 
T R Parry & Co of London was taken over in 1963, 
expanding production. Filtrate Oils are believed 
to be available today from Hunting Lubricants of 
Leeds. (CHCaauOOl) 
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Above: Charringtons was a major distributor 
of fuel, both solid and Liquid, for many years. 
As well as its coal depots, the company 
distributed Mobil fuel oil to industrial and 
domestic customers, notably around the 
South-east from its Poplar depot, supplied 
from the Coryton refinery in Essex. 

Here we see a Late-model Commer OX four- 
wheeled tanker,XLE 304 (London, 1960), and 
an AEC Mammoth Major MK III with tin front, 
UXA 385 (London, 1957-58), loading at the 
Poplar depot. Both sport the Later Mobil Logo 
on their dark green Livery. (CHC aay414) 


Left: Another LAD-cabbed LeyLand Octopus, 
XCO 850 (Plymouth, 1962), with a tank body 
for a different application.This time the 
Load is ‘GLogas’ propane gas, produced by the 
South West Gas Board - notice the Little ‘Mr 
Therm’on the passenger door - being quite 
commercially proactive. The vehicle is seen 
on the commercial vehicle show stand of 
the tank manufacturer,Thompson Brothers, 
whose Bradley Engineering Works was at 
Bilston, in the Black Country. (CHC aap941) 


Above: It would seem that the ‘Didak’glass-fibre tanker that I went to see in 1983, when I was at Motor Transport, was not the first glass-fibre tank body 
built! Here is a Less than wonderful picture, taken at an early 1960s show, of just such a thing, with a ‘Helmsman Glass Fibre’ Label at the rear, fitted to 
a ScammeLL Routeman eight-wheeler, carrying the name of well-known tanker transport company, Thomas Allen Ltd. Was this such an unsuccessful 
experiment, that it took another 20 years for the idea to be revived? (CHC aaa044) 
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Above: Not all tankers are in petrol company Liveries, so here are a few carrying the names of well-known bulk Liquid transport companies of the 
past. This AEC Mammoth Major 8 MkV, with what Looks Like a general-purpose tank, was in the Livery of Harold Wood & Sons of Heckmondwike. It was 
photographed at an early 1960s commercial vehicle show, on the stand of Andrews Bros (Bristol) of Liverpool, or UB (Universal Boilers), Later Universal 
Bulk Handling International Ltd, both manufacturers of tanker bodies. (CHC aaj990) 



Left: Back in the mid-1960s, Commercial 
Motor ran a story, which followed a Crow 
Carrying Co driver, in his Gardner-150 
powered Atkinson Black Knight eight- 
wheeled tanker, 3584 PU (Essex, 1960) on 
a trip via a roll-on, roll-off ferry crossing, 
across the Continent, which became 
a regular working for the company, as 
mentioned in Clifford York’s book,‘As the 
Crows Fly’, reviewed Last month.The tanker 
is seen here on a weighbridge in Germany. 
The Lorry with a tilt to the right Looks Like a 
Borgward. (CHC aag817) 


Right: And now for something completely 
different... With its swing axles, this eight- 
wheeler has to be a Tatra, from what was then 
Czechoslovakia - or a very close copy... The 
tanker appears to be on test over some rough 
ground in the UK on London tradeplates. With 
the BP Logo, Anglo-Iranian Oil Company in 
English and Arabic, it was presumably intended 
for use in the Middle East. (CHC aaz448) 
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Another selection of pictures from Ray Newcomb, showing transport and industry of the past in the town. 


Above: The SaLvesen cold store in Ladysmith Road, Grimsby, seen in the mid-1960s. The vehicles include a Bird’s Eye Bedford TKand trailers, which 
shuttled between the factory and cold store, moving products, ice and packaging. There is also a Humber Warehousing vehicle and an artic with an 
‘Ulster Ferry’container. The‘Tempo’Ouick Frozen Foods four-wheeled fridge van is a Thornycroft or Guy with the mid-1950s Motor Panels cab. 

The car park in the foreground was next to Glenton’s Bakery, the site later used by Salvesen for engineers’stores and packaging. The cars and vans in 
view include an Austin A50,A35 van, an unusual Triumph Herald Coupe, AFord Consul Classic, with reverse-sloped rearwindow, Mini van, Mini pick-up, 
1100 and others. (Roy Fenwick) 


T his article is very much in line 
with what I have been saying 
recently in recent'Comment' 
pages, about putting together 
your memories and pictures 
and sharing them with us all through the 
magazine. Ray has been doing just that for 
some time, both for Vintage Roadscene and 
his local newspaper, the Grimsby Telegraph. 

The paper has a section called'Bygones' 
and regularly includes pictures of transport 
from the past, collected by Ray and his fellow 
members of the'Wednesday Club', ex-lorry 
rivers and other transport professionals, who 
meet weekly if possible, to look back at the 
way things were. Through the paper, they ask 
for any old photographs, some of which we 
have here, with more to come next time. 

As well as being most interesting, as 
Grimsby has always had a strong transport 
presence, with a number of major companies 
connected with the fishing, food and other 
trades, these should offer food for thought 
for you transport men in other localities. 

Ray and his friends have put Grimsby on 


Above: Another Roy Fenwick photograph taken in the fish reception area, in Ropery Street, adjacent 
to Ladysmith Road, showing one of the striking ERF KV-cabbed eight-wheeled refrigerated box 
vans, LVG 272 (Norwich, late 1958).These were used fro trunking frozen foods from the company’s 
factories to distribution outlets. The lettering on the plate behind the cab reads:‘Garden Pea 
Special, Grimsby-London’- there were also‘Fish Finger’and‘Chicken Pie Specials’. These vehicles 
must have been a handful for the drivers on the roads from the factories in East Anglia and 
Lincolnshire... 

the map, as have other Vintage Roadscene are memories from many other places which 

contributors their own home areas, but there we would love to share.. 
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Above: An impressive Line-up of ScammeU Mechanical Horses and trailers of the Grimsby Ice Company. The ice was transported in barrels, which 
contained a ‘Kit’ or 10 stone. The Lorries went to fish merchants and trawlers, to which chutes carried the ice to their ‘fish rooms’, with a capacity of over 
100 tons on the bigger ships. The ice factory produced 1,200 tons a day. Blocks of ice were also sent in hessian bags, inland by rail to fishmongers, to go 
under the slabs in their shops. The company’s vehicles were well Looked-after by its engineers. Ex-RAF electric-powered Scarabs came Later. 



Above: Unloading frozen fish from a ‘freezer trawler’at South Quay, 


Grimsby. These ships caught up to 500 tons in Artie waters. The fish was 
sold at a contract price and didn’t suffer the vagaries of the auction, Ray 
says. The cold stores were within the dock perimeter or a couple of miles 
away on the Local industrial estates. This type of fishing was new, but the 
infrastructure for off-loading was primitive, to say the Least, as seen on 
this rainy day. The Thames Trader, PEE 67 (Grimsby, 1960) was in the fleet 
of Charlie Clark of CLeethorpes,who Later ran Ford D800 artics. 



Above: McVeigh of Grimsby set up a UK-Continental service with Wetram 
of Holland, which mainly ran through Tilbury and was handled by the 
London Depot, the Ross Group’s yard, in Tredegar Square, Bow. New 
vehicles were supplied and registered through the Grimsby headquarters. 
Here we have a 1962 AEC Mercury artic unit,TEE 890, with a tandem-axle 
York tilt trailer, fitted with ‘TIR’ plates, photographed in Grimsby Fish Docks 
when new. 


A more recent photograph, from Ian 
Martin, of a Scania 111 tractor unit, 
with a tipping bulk powder tanker 
trailer, if T H Brown of Grimsby, WEE 
26V (Grimsby, 1979), pictured at the 
since closed works of British Titan 
Products (BTP), which produced 
Titanium Dioxide. 
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There used to be a Lot of car dealers in Lancashire, based in converted mill units Like this one, usually specialising in one type of vehicle Like Land 
Rover or, in the case of the mythical Harry Reynolds, imported classic American cars. The 1953 Cadillac Eldorado and the 1959 Chevrolet Impala 
Sport Coupe are by Vitesse and there’s a Dinky 1957 Studebaker Hawk lurking behind the Impala. 



Harpers Performance Centre in West Yorkshire deals in British and European sports cars, as it 
says on theirsign.lt doesn’t actually exist, but if it did it, would be my kind of dealer. The 1967 
‘Series IV 2 ’ E-Type Jaguar and the 1959 MGA1600 Mk 1 are both Dinky items.The 1966 Fiat 124 
Sport Spider is a Vitesse model and the 1967 MGB Roadster is by HongweLL, aka Cararama. 


Graham Dungworth brings 
us more pictures of his 
models, looking 'just like the 
real thing', along with some 
revelations about his driving 
career... 

hat do you think it is that 
we, the readers of Vintage 
Roadscene, might have 
in common? After all, 
we come from different 
backgrounds and different age groups. 

Some of us can even remember a time when 
you could walk down the street, without 
having to avoid someone staring so intently 
at the piece of electronic gadgetry in their 
hand, that they are obviously oblivious to 
everything going on around them. 

A time when almost every motorist was 
courteous, and only used their horn as a 
warning and not as an instrument of abuse. 

I would suggest that we read this, our fa¬ 
vourite magazine (yep I'm going for Brownie 
points from the editor), because we like 
to look at pictures from bygone times and 
hear about other people's driving experi¬ 
ences. OK, we haven't all driven Leyland 
PD2 buses or AEC Mammoth Major Mk V 
eight-wheelers, though we have nothing but 
admiration and respect for the people who 


did, but I'm sure that one of the things we all 
have in common is that we have bought a 
second-hand car at one time or another. 

There's the feeling of excitement and an¬ 
ticipation leading up to the great day, when 
you actually pick up your'new'car and drive 
it home. Then there's that slightly different 
feeling a couple of weeks later, when you 
discover why the last owner had traded it in! 

I have only bought two brand new cars since 
I passed my driving test (first time, naturally!) 


in September 1967, in my 1957 Standard 8. 
All the other cars I have owned have been 
bought second-hand, or'pre-owned', to use 
the current jargon. 

Let me get my most embarrassing car¬ 
buying experience over with first. I have 
always loved American cars of the 1950s and 
'60s, like the ones in my first photograph. A 
friend of mine, from the motor club of which 
I was a member, told me about a garage in 
Manchester which had a couple of American 
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Where the model meets the real thing 


It Looks as if the spiv’type owner of Court Garage has been well and truly court’, turning back 
the mileage on his used cars.The Ford Corsair is a Cararama item, the Triumph Spitfire is a LLedo 
‘Vanguards’ product and the Hillman Imp panda car is one I converted from a 1960s Corgi Toy. 
There’s also the back end of a red Dinky Bedford CF van just visible behind the police car. 


cars for sale so, of course, I had to go and 
have a look - just to look, of course. 

One of them was a 1958 FordThunderbird 
convertible, in pale metallic blue with a 
cream power top. It was 14 years old with 
just over 70,000 miles on the clock. "70,000 
is nothing for an American car" said the 
salesman. It had a'B'London registration, 
so had obviously been imported in 1964. 

Of course, I couldn't resist taking it for a run 
round the block: it was Sunday so the traffic 
was light, just as well when you're driving a 
'left-hooker'for the first time. 

Let's cut a long story short, I traded in the 
'Arrow'series Sunbeam Rapier I had at the 
time and bought the T-bird, with dreams 
of driving along country lanes in bright 
sunshine, top down, accompanied by the 
magnificent burble of the big V8. 

"You actually bought it then", said my mo¬ 
tor club mate, "What are you going to use 
when you're not showing it?"Only then did 
I realise that people didn't buy cars like this 
as their sole means of transport. Reality soon 
kicked in, country lanes were too narrow 
for a beast like the Thunderbird, parking 
was impossible because of the length and 
it was a nightmare in traffic. The steering 
was vague and it handled like a barge. Add 
to this 10 to 15 mpg, mainly because it was 
heavy, automatic and about as aerodynamic 
as Blenheim Palace and you will understand 
why I traded it in with the same garage (who 
else would take it?) after only four months 
and 3000 miles. 

It wasn't all negative though, I must admit 
that I had some great times with the T-Bird 
that summer. What did I trade it in for? A red 
and white Mini Cooper S of course, it must 


have been over-reaction! What a little missile 
that Mini was too, the handling was a revela¬ 
tion, you could throw it into a fast bend and 
it would just stick to the road like...er, well 
you probably know the old saying involving 
a blanket! 

My second picture is of a sports car dealer's 
premises in West Yorkshire and brings back 
happy memories of a drive in an E-Type 
Jaguar in the hot summer of 1976.The white 
E-Type roadster was eight years old and 
belonged to another friend from the motor 
club. He kindly, or maybe foolishly, let me 
drive it from Hebden Bridge over twisting 


moorland roads to the Bronte village of 
Haworth. My abiding memory of the Jaguar 
isn't the performance or even the cramped 
cockpit but the stir it caused. Young boys, 
old ladies, dogs (well OK, maybe not dogs) 
would stop in their tracks and watch the 
E-Type go by. 

I really wanted one but, after my experi¬ 
ence with the Thunderbird, sheer common 
sense dictated otherwise. Incidentally I 
bought the model of a white MGB roadster 
featured in the same photograph because 
it looks just like my 1972 MGB, it was only a 
couple of quid, the model that is not the real 
car! 

My next picture is really only a bit of fun 
but I have actually bought cars from dealers 
trading out of a Portakabin office like the 
one in the in the photograph. The one that 
springs to mind is a Datsun 180B SSS Coupe, 
which was a relative rarity on British roads 
at the time. It was a slab-sided thing, which 
couldn't exactly be described as beautiful. 
Quick? Yes, with its triple SU type carburet¬ 
tors, but unfortunately the handling couldn't 
keep up with the power available and if you 
listened very carefully you could probably 
have heard it rust. 

My photograph also features a Triumph 
Spitfire. I have owned two Spitfires. In fact, 

I had the second one, with the memorable 
registration BEN 4N, when I met Jacqueline, 
the girl I married 33 years ago. She says 
her colleagues used to gather round the 
windows when I picked her up in the Spitfire 
from the laboratory where she worked at the 
time. I somehow don't think they were look¬ 
ing at me though! 


A normal boring car dealership, which I’m sure we’ve all had dealings with, over the years. The 
Rover P4 and the Triumph Herald are both LLedo‘Vanguards’, the Ford Zephyr is a Corgi ‘Classic’ 
and there’s a 1960s Dinky Toys Nol65 Humber Hawk in the showroom behind them. 
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I couldn’t resist including this Dinky Toys No 152 Austin A40 Devon, made in the 1950s. I’ve 
stripped and rebuilt it and I think it compares well with the collector’s models in the other 
pictures. It’s pictured for sale in a remote corner of a country garage. The sign says it’s a good 
Little runner but if you Look closely there’s a shiny pool of oil underneath which suggests it 
won’t be a good Little runner for much Longer! 
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The next picture is of the kind of dealership 
that most of us will have used. New cars in 
the showroom, behind the big plate glass 
windows and an array of second-hand (sorry 
pre-owned) vehicles on the forecourt out¬ 
side for lesser mortals like me. I have never 
owned a Rover P4 like the one in the photo¬ 
graph, nor have I ever wanted to, but I have 
bought several cars from places like this 
over the years. Some of the cars have been 
brilliant, and some less so, like the MK 1 VW 
Golf GTI, which was great, until worn valve 
guides resulted in an increasingly dense 
smokescreen under acceleration, which put 
a stop to the fun. 

I traded it in for a Citroen 2CV6 Club, the 
one with rectangular headlamps, because 
our daughter Kathryn had just come into 
the world and we couldn't afford a real car. 
Actually, the 2CV was super, it took us from 
Lancashire to Edinburgh, where Jacqueline's 
twin sister lives, many times. 

Which brings us to the last two photo¬ 
graphs. Now you'll have to indulge me 
here. I've included the one of an Austin A40 
Devon just because I like the Dinky model. 

I have always said that the old Dinky Toys 
from the 1950s were actually pretty good 
models in their own right. I have stripped 
and re-sprayed the Devon in the correct 
Austin Olive Green, given it new wheels and 
headlamps plus glazed windows, number 
plates and an interior, and I reckon it now 
looks the part. 

It reminds me of a car I saw a few years ago 


when I stopped at a country garage near 
Blackpool to refuel. There for sale in a corner 
of the forecourt was an immaculate pale 
blue Vauxhall FD Victor, which just goes to 
prove that there are still little gems out there 
just waiting to be discovered. 

Most of us will never see the inside of an 
Aston Martin showroom, like the one in my 
last picture. I like Aston Martins, although I 
have never even sat in one, let alone driven 
one (any offers?). Our daughter bought the 
Oxford Diecast DB Mark III for my Father's 
Day present, so I just had to use it. 


Often wrongly referred to as a DB3 the 
DB2/4 Mark III (often simply called a DB 
Mark III) was produced for only two years 
from 1957 to 1959, when it was replaced by 
the DB4. It had a 2922cc straight-six engine 
originally designed by W O Bentley himself, 
which was re-designed for the Aston Martin 
application byTadek Marek. It also had 
heavy steering, high door sills and a stiff 
ride, according to Road and Track magazine 
in 1959. James Bond drives one in the Ian 
Fleming novel, Goldfinger, although Fleming 
refers to it as a DB III. Obviously this was 
updated to a DB5, for the film starring Sean 
Connery. 

Anyone reading this article may have come 
to the conclusion that I was an automotive 
hooligan in my younger days, but nothing 
could be further from the truth. In 1969,1 
enrolled on the police driving course, which 
was spread over several weekends. It began 
with a lot of classroom theory, involving 
observation, positioning, car control at high 
speed and lots of other interesting stuff. 
Finally, there was a session on the skid pan 
and a drive on public roads, giving a running 
commentary to a police observer in the pas¬ 
senger's seat. 

I still have the Certificate of Competence 
somewhere. Yes, I have been lucky enough 
to drive a lot of fast cars, usually belonging 
to other people, but have always done so 
within the law and with the safety of myself, 
my passengers and the general public in 
mind. I have demonstrated BMWs at Oulton 
Park and campaigned a Hillman Imp in club 
rallies and auto tests, and I'm still here to tell 
the tale, so I must be doing something right 
after 50 years behind the wheel. 



The interior of an Aston Martin showroom with a classic car enthusiast Looking at a DB Mark III. 
His wife seems more interested in the silver DB5, though. The DB Mark III is from Oxford Diecast, 
the DB5 is a Norev model, while the metallic green DB4 has no maker’s name on the baseplate. 

I bought it bubble-packed in a branch of‘The Works’stationers for two quid! 
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One of the most popular cameo scenes on many model railway 
layouts is something involving one of the triple nine services (999). 
When modelling a certain period, it is important to get the clothing 
right as well as the road transport, reports Mike Sarsfiled. 


1950s-1960 period fire 
brigade overview 

Most of us interested in road and railway 
models choose this period, because we 
remember the'Swinging 60s'and Beatle- 
mania. I have chosen this period for my 
article on the Fire Brigade. 

The fire service was going through a 
complete change after World War II. Most 
post-war equipment was being changed for 
better, to help save lives. 

I have always loved the fire brigade and I 
do have a big collection of models, books 
and so on. It's brilliant that you can now 
model a cameo scene of the period, to fit on 
a model railway layout or stand-alone. 

Nearly all of us have been impressed by 
a big red machine hurtling down the road 
at high speed with its 'blues & twos' going. 
Those of a certain age may remember them 
with bells. 

The fire brigade, or as it is now known by 
its new title,'fire and rescue service', has 
changed since the days when it was a bucket 
of water to fight fire, to a big impressive 
machine or'appliance', fighting the fire with 


high pressure hoses, although most call-outs 
or'shouts', are to rescue persons or animals 
from various situations. The fire brigade has 
change since the 1800s right through to the 
present day and is still changing. 

Modelling aspects 

You can model from the 1800s to the 
present, with many model figures and 
vehicles available either ready to use or kit 
form. There is a list of what can be found at 
the end of the article. 

Uniforms were basic compared with today. 
Crews had to watch out when in a fire, not 
just because the clothing they were wearing 
was very flammable, but also the heat from 
the fire could leave a mark on your body. 

The uniform was a dark blue/black-coloured 
woollen tunic, with black leggings and 
black boots. There would be silver-coloured 
epaulettes on the station officer tunic to 
mark him out as being in charge.There 
would be an axe on the left hand side. Many 
fire brigades based their uniform on that of 
the London Fire Brigade. 

Helmets did not become yellow until 
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the 1970s. They were black, apart from the 
station officer or superior'top brass', who 
had white helmets. The rank of a fire-fighter 
could either be told by the number he had 
on his tunic or on his helmet, but this was 
mainly from sub-officer up to chief fire 
officers, by lines on the helmet.Two red lines 
on a black helmet was a sub-officer, then 
white helmet with a black line and so on. 

Cromwell 'LFB Pattern' 2010 
helmet (1957) 

Introduced around 1957, the Cromwell 'LFB 
Pattern'2010 helmet carried on the'stepped 
comb' of the previous style of helmet but 
with a lower profile. 

It became synonymous with the London 


Former title Modern title 

Firefighter.Firefighter 

Leading Firefighter.Crew Manager 

Sub-Officer.Watch Manager A 

Station Officer.Watch Manager B 

Assistant Divisional Officer.Station Manager 

Divisional Officer.Group Manager 

Senior Divisional Officer.Deputy Assistant Commissioner 

Assistant Chief Officer.Assistant Commissioner 

Deputy Chief Officer.Deputy Commissioner 

Chief Fire Officer.Commissioner for Fire and Emergency Planning 


Brigade and continued in service well into 
the 1970s. 

Much cherished by firefighters, many were 
painted yellow when the new regulations for 
helmets came into force. 

Fire Stations 

When fire brigades were started, they didn't 
have a purpose-built building to store 
equipment, so it would be kept in a suitable 
barn, shed, builder's yard, stable, fort, castle 
or church. 

Insurance fire brigades would have their 
own building, in which to store their own fire 
engine and equipment. 

As the police looked after the law and order 
of the land, they were made responsible 
for the other two main emergency services. 
Some police yards were cramped, with 


different horse drawn wagons, that they 
did get damage and sometime neglected. 
Even when the fire engine was in a separate 
garage, this was not ideal, if there was a 
shortage of horses and still 'no room to 
swing a cat'. 

It is hard to date when each part of the UK 
first had their own purpose-built first fire 
stations, but records can still be found in the 
archives. There are various different types of 
fire station, depending on the area served 
and the role of the station. 

The most common type of fire station is a 
two-bay appliance station, which sometimes 
only houses one fire engine, while the other 
bay is retained in case things do change. 
Some areas have just a one-bay appliance 
station. They do have one thing in common, 
an office or watch room, which tells the 
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Where the model meets the real thing 


watch (the crew on duty) where to go and 
the geography of the area. There will also 
be a room to service to the BA sets, toilets 
and sometimes a training tower and yard for 
practices. 

Three-bay stations, going up to 20 bays in 
some places, depending on the area served, 
will have the same things as a two bay 
appliance station, along with other rooms 
like offices, lecture room, workshop, gym, 
common room, mess room with kitchen, 
sleeping area, showers and toilets. Some 
might also house a control room, where 
emergency calls are taken, plus a training 
tower. 

Some stations did have extra garages in the 
yard, to store spare or auxiliary fire engines. 
Most still house the famous fireman's pole, 
but some of the new station have been built 
without it, to save money and for safety 
reasons. However, this has been turned 
around, because of safety concerns over a 
group of firefighters all rushing to use the 
stairs at once. There is mainly a four-watch 
shift system Blue, Red, Green and White, 
which covers different days of the week. 

Fire engines 

There are many different types of fire 
engines; some have a dual role, while others 
have been built for a particular job. There are 
various makes and models and not all UKfire 
engines are built in the UK but come from 
different companies around the world. 

The colour of a fire engine has not always 
been red, with other colours like green, 


grey, yellow, white, silver used over the 
years. Some of this was trying out different 
colours to see if they could be seen better at 
night. The other reason was that when the 
brigades were controlled by local councils, 
some wanted to make their mark, showing 
off their fire brigade. This is just what is used 
by'every day'fire brigade. Private brigades, 
airports and the armed forces have their 
own types of fire engine, some bought 
second-hand, with others from special 
manufactures. 

To illustrate some of the fire engines 
available, I have picked some of my own 
favourite models for this period from Oxford 
Diecast. 

Would you like to know more? 

There are many books on the subject of 
the fire service, some covering local areas 
or more general. I would recommend two 
books that have helped me, which are: 

The Modern British Fire Service, by John 
Creighton 

The World Encyclopaedia of Fire Engines 
and Fire Fighting, by Neil Wallington. 

It is worth a visit to a fire brigade museum 
or fire station open day, as you can learn a lot 
of interesting facts. If you use the internet, 
there is some good information, but make 
sure you have details of the area you are 
interested in, as many fire brigade have 
different ways of fighting a fire or rescue. 
Some vintage transport magazines like 
this one cover the subject of fire brigade 
vehicles, and I have learnt much of interest. 



Oxford Diecast model of an ex-military Bedford OW Luton van. Though not a fire engine in it 
own right, equipped to put a fire out with water, this type of Lorry would carry equipment to 
rescues that were not carried on the main fire engine.This is just a sample and there are many 
other types of fire engine. 



This model of the Dennis F106 is starting 
to look more Like the fire engines of today. 
There were two types of this model with the 
control for the water pump being on either 
the side or the back. 


What is available? 

• Oxford Diecast (N and 00 scale 
models) 

• P&D Marsh (N and 00 models) 

• BW Model (00 scale models, the 
proprietor has retired but models still 
turn up) 

• Mid Devon Models (00 scale model) 

• Fire Brigade models (O and 00 scale 
models of fire engines and figures) 

• Langley models (N and 00 model fire 
engines and figures) 

• PLM CAST WAY (O scale figures 
different eras of fire fighters) 

• Phoenix Models (O scale figures of fire¬ 
fighters) 

• Kingfisher Miniatures (00 scale model 
fire engines) 

• Matador Models (00 scale fire engine) 

• Preiser figures (HO/OO and other 
scales fire-fighters and fire engines) 

• Noch (HO/OO fire-fighters and 
accessories) 

• Kingsway Models (00 scale fire 
stations) 

• Walthers (HO/OO and N scale fire 
station and figures, more in their 
catalogue) 

• Woodland Scenic (HO/OO and O scale 
figures and fire engine) 

• B-T Model (00 scale model vehicles) 
This is just a small example of what I 

know is available and there are many 
more makes out there. I hope you found 
this useful, I hope to cover other parts of 
the emergency services at some point, as 
well as other topics in road transport. 


• This article is based on one first published in 
theNARTM (National Association of Transport 
Modellers) magazine. 
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We have pictures of vehicles at a whole range of different rallies from all our regular correspondents this summer. 
Here are reports on a number of events held during May, June and July. More next month. 



Smallwood 


Vic Capon and Barry Fenn went to the Smallwood 
Rally, nearSandbach in Cheshire, at the end of May. 
Not surprisingly, there were plenty of ERF and Foden 
lorries there - and much more besides. 


Above: A small Foden OG platform Lorry from 1955, WVS 901 (re¬ 
registered in the early 1990s) nicely restored in a classic Livery, 
carrying the name of E Carr & Son, of Broxton, Cheshire. 


Above: A very different looking Foden four-wheeler, with the S21 
cab, Gardner-powered 1633 RE (Staffordshire, 1959), restored in 
British Railways colours. 



Above: Although it Looks extremely smart, 
this ERF EC14 eight-wheeled tipper, V765 
DBN (Bolton, 1978-79), appears still to 
be working for Hodgson’s Contractors, of 
Whaley Bridge, Derbyshire. 



Above: Another ERF still at work, an EC10 
eight-wheeler, N814 BSC (Edinburgh, 195- 
76), with showman, Keith Emmett, with a 
frame body, no doubt pulling the draw-bar 
box trailer seen behind. 



Above: Among the substantial number 
of military vehicles at Smallwood 
was this Ward LaFrance M1A1 heavy 
wrecker, restored to its original US Army 
specification. 


"V 



Above: Something a Little different is this 
Pattison horticultural tractor, made by the 
company which converted small Ford pick¬ 
ups to off-road tractors. 



Above: A Late example of the Morris JB 
van, 8444 UA (Leeds, 1959), not an ex-Post 
Office vehicle, in Lovely original-looking 
condition. 



Above: Barry Fenn noticed these two 
contrasting Bedford CF pick-ups together 
at Smallwood, YAB 894M (Worcestershire, 
1973) and C451 BTR (Portsmouth, 1985-86), 
a late CF2 model. 
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Carlisle 


Keith Baldwin went to the Open Day on Saturday, 27th May at the 
Stagecoach depot in Carlisle, where there was a good selection of 
buses on hand, new and preserved, some of which were working a 
service between the bus station and the garage. 



Above: Visiting Carlisle was 1963 Leyland Leopard PSU3/3RT with 
Alexander Y-type dual-purpose body, 6249 UP, in the Livery of Venture 
Transport of Consett. 


Above: Seen in the depot are vehicles from the ULsterbus fleet, TBZ 
8399, a towing vehicle, converted from a 1978 Leyland Leopard with 
Alexander (Belfast) X Type body, and OXI1250, a 1989 Leyland Tiger 
TL11, with a Later style of Alexander (Belfast) body, still in bus form. 


Morcambe 

The following day, Sunday, 28th May, Keith Baldwin 
went to the Ribble Vehicle Preservation Trust running 
day at Morcambe. Vehicles ran from the seafront, 
market and railway station, with routes to Carnforth 
and Hey sham village, which proved popular with 
enthusiasts and public alike. 




1: The Long-preserved 1934 Leyland Lion LT5A,TJ 6760, Looking 
splendid in its Lytham St Annes Livery at the Morcambe event. 

2: Two for one, a couple of Lancashire Liveries from the past, with 
RCK920, a 1962 Met-Cam bodied Leyland Titan PD3, from the Ribble 
fleet, and 528 CTF, a 1958 Titan PD2 in the colours of Fishwick of 
Leyland. 

3: A1958 Park Royal-bodied Leyland PD2, CEO 956, from the Barrow 
fleet, seen climbing out of Heysham village. 




MM 
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Scorton 

Keith Baldwin visited the Sorton 
Steam Gathering, held on 17-18th 
June, near Preston, in Lancashire. 
He says a good Father's Day was 
had by all, with a good selection of 
vehicles, including commercials. 

Right: A mighty Mack six-wheeled heavy 
haulage unit, in faded Coast Hauliers 
Livery, ex-KAM 853H - both dating 
from its time working in Kenya - but 
reputed to be the only one built to this 
specification, in 1978, for Chris Miller of 
Preston, then registered NFV 803T and 
named ‘Bonzo Bear’. 




Above: Contrasting with the Mack - and the Lorries seen in the 
background - this Little Morris Minor van, NHV 615E of 1967, has 
been beautifully restored in Fred Bibby Livery. 



Above: Lest we forget this was a steam rally, here is a Sentinel S4 
steam waggon, SE 4083 from 1934, in the Livery of H Winterbottom 
of Oldham. 



A1953 Atkinson L745 four- 
wheeler, KVA 209, restored 
to replicate a Lorry of the 
owner’s father, in the Livery 
of J J Bateman of Aspatria in 
Cumberland. 





























- Palgrave - 

Mike Gosling went to the 'Journey Through The Ages' Vintage Rally and Country Fair, held at Goodrich Park, 
Palgrave, on the Suffolk/Norfolk border near Diss, on 17-18th June. He says he was pleased to find a good selection 
of commercials. He is looking for a Harold Wood tanker photo. He rescued an ABC Mammoth Major Mk III tanker 
from a yard early last year, which still carries some of its Pointer livery. However, under Pointers paint is a layer of 
red, but under that is a shade of blue very close to the blue on 1960s Fordson Major tractors. He knows some Harold 
Wood tankers had mid-blue tanks over black chassis but doesn't know the shade or if this was for a particular 
contract. Having decided to try and recreate the original livery any help would be appreciated - any offers? 



Above: Seen with its trailer-mounted pump is Austin ATV (Auxiliary Towing Vehicle), GLT 295 of 1942, in its wartime grey NFS (National Fire 
Service) Livery, Looking a Little worn, but authentic. 



Above: Carrying the name of AWaterfield, Haulage Contractors, 
based in Diss, was this early Thames Trader platform Lorry, XAH 305 
(NorfoLk, 1957). 




Above: Among the military vehicles at Palgrave was this ex-US Army 
Autocar U-7144T artic with a Fiche 75 semi-trailer. Vehicles Like this 
were used post-war by many French operators, including the Pinder 
Circus fleet. 



Above: A fine Line-up of ERFs still working for the funfair operators. 
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SHAW & CROMPTON 


Roy Dodsworth and Andy Taylor visited the Shaw and Crompton Rally, held on 25-26th June. 

Roy writes: this year's event was marred by heavy rain up to midday until the sun finally broke through. This did not, 
however, detract from the attendance figures, which were slightly up from last year. The event is unique in that the town 
centre is closed to normal traffic and vehicles park both sides of the high street. He says he would encourage classic 
vehicle owners in the Manchester area to consider entering this event next year. 



Above: A1953 Trojan Van utility, which was new to Brook Bond Tea, 
sold to MossLey Engineering, Manchester in 1961. The vehicle was 
bought for £50 in 1965, by Geoff Humphries of Saddleworth, the 
current owner. He had the van before he met his wife Cath, who 
reminisced about family holidays with ‘the kids’. Geoff estimates 
210,000 miles, with a three cylinder Perkins engine and four speed 
box, at an average of 40 mpg, and still going strong. This was a first 
prize category winner - and Roy’s favourite of the day. 



Above: This 1947 Albion A25N petrol engined platform Lorry is in the 
Livery of R Tinker, who entered three vehicles in the rally, as usual. 
It was rescued from a scrapyard in 1975 for restoration, and won a 
second prize in the commercial section. 



Above: A1940 Albion SPCL122, first registered as FSM 58, new to 
Dumfries Fire Brigade in 1940. Acquired in 2007 by Don Huffer,who 
converted the vehicle to a platform Lorry, in the Livery of Roger 
Shackleton, in memory of his Late father who worked for the firm. 



Above: A1963 AEC Mercury tractor unit, new to Shell Mex & BP, with a 
Park Royal cab with one-piece windscreen. Bought by Graham Tinker 
in 2006, it had a major restoration and is fitted with a ballast box. 
This vehicle was chosen by the Lady Chairman of the Council as her 
personal choice and she enjoyed a cab ride Leading the procession 
on the road run. 



Above: A1969 BMC 360FG dropside tipper, 
again in the Livery of R Tinker. Fitted with 
the then revolutionary‘Threepenny bit’ cab, 
with rear-hinged doors opening outwards. 
It won first prize winner in under 30 cwt 
category. 



Above: Andy Taylor photographed this 
Morris Z van, restored in the Livery of 
William Clarke of Stockport. 



Above: Something a Little different seen 
by Andy in Shaw was this American Ford 
‘Big Job’V8-powered recovery vehicle, now 
owned by a Local, known as‘Big Gav’. 
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Hollowell 


Richard Furniss and Malcolm Ranieri went to the 
Hollowell Steam & Heavy Horse Show, held at Guilsborough 
in Northamptonshire, on lst-2nd July this year and found a 
number of interesting commercial vehicles. 




Above: A nice original-looking example of the Fordson E83W pick¬ 
up, with dropside body,TGU 454 (London, 1957), probably one of 
the Last of this model to be built, before replaced with the Thames 
400E. 



Above: There is always a ‘military presence’at HoLLoweLL Among the 
ex-War Department vehicles on show was this nicely presented 
1950s Austin K9 Wireless Truck, restored in a camouflaged Livery. 



Above: An older ex-World War II army vehicle, a Bedford MW 15 cwt 
truck, in a different camouflage scheme. 


Above: Among the steam-powered vehicles on display was this 
Sentinel S4 waggon, UJ 9497, in the bright Livery of the Castle 
Firebrick Company. 



Above: Contrasting with the other ex-army vehicles was this Morris- 
Commercial MRA1 4x4, fitted with a timber dropside tipper body. 



Above: Among the commecials photographed by Malcolm Ranieri 
was this petrol-engined Bedford SB3 with Duple Super Vega C41F 
bodywork, UDL 454, new in 1960 to West Wight of Totland Bay, Isle 
of Wight, now preserved on the mainland and rallied extensively. 
It is seen with two of the preserved fleet of Fodens of Pearsons of 
Coventry. 
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Ayrshire Road Run 

Alex Saville sent us some pictures from the 2017 Ayrshire Road Run, organised by Bill Reid & Jim Kerr. He says 
this is Scotland's Premier Road Run, a two day event held every year, which stops overnight at Portpatrick, 
Galloway, and returns to Ayr on the Sunday. The pictures were taken on the Low Green, Ayr, where the vehicles 

congregate before moving off. 





Above: Restored in the Livery of Tennant of Forth, this ERF E14, was 
pulling a trailer, Loaded with a Reliant Robin three-wheeler in 
the same Livery, and an Atkinson Borderer, which was new to the 
company and now back in its Livery. 
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Above: Over from the Emerald Isle for the run was Shelvoke & Drewry 
P Type ‘Revopak’, EGZ 9390, in Belfast City Council Livery, one of the 
Last type the company built. 



Above: The attractive coach Livery of Western SMT adorns this 
Alexander Y Type-bodied Leyland Leopard, TSJ 64S, which took part 
in the run. 
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Cart Marking 

Jim King photographed the annual Cart Marking ceremony at the Guildhall, in the City of London 
on 12th July, the Carmen celebrating their 500th Anniversary this year, carrying on the tradition of marking 

carriers' 'carts', licensing them to ply for hire within the City. 




WHITE !r C c IP 


Above: Among the vehicles ‘marked’ - fitted with a wooden block, Above: A beautiful 1890 Four Horse ‘Tunnel Van’, of removals 

branded with this year’s mark - was 100 JPT, a 1960 ScammeLL company, White & Co of Portsmouth, Hampshire. 

Highwayman, now restored in its original Siddle Cook Livery, owned 
by Nigel Cook of ELddis Transport, of Consett, Co Durham. 




Above: This 1924 Albion SB24, BF 5959, in the Livery of S Grundon, 
the West London waste disposal contractor, entered by Graham 
Attwater of Hassocks, West Sussex. 


Above: Recently restored by Ford apprentices, BUC 852, the 1935 
Ford BB, famous as one of the ‘stars’ of the much-loved ‘Dad’s Army’ 
television series, shows off its branded plaque. 



Above: They come from far and wide for the cart marking, Like 
JC 1900, the 1934 Morris Commercial CS11-40, of B M Stafford of 
Houghton-Le-Spring, Co Durham. 


Above: One of the oldest buses in existence, LN 7270 is a 1908 
Tilling-bodied Leyland X2, wonderfully restored by Mike Sutcliffe 
of Dunstable, Bedfordshire. 
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Here is a selection of events being held during the coming month 
which we think will be of interest to Vintage Roadscene readers. 

The season is nearly over - or is it, as there seem to be events held throughout the winter months as well, these days, which we hope to let you 
know about in the next issue. Here is the latest instalment of our 2017 Rally diaries, covering the weekends between the publication dates of 
this and the next issue. If you're organising an event which would be of interest to Vintage Roadscene readers, please let us know the details for 
future diary pages. Let us hope the weather is kind and everyone enjoys their days out, wherever they go. Please let us know if you particularly 
enjoyed an event - or if you were disappointed - and don't forget to take your camera and if you see anything interesting, send us a picture 
for our future Rally Scene pages. We've widened the scope a little, to include some car, bus and tractor events which might include commercial 
vehicles as well, which we hope will be of interest to readers. 




SEPTEMBER 


14- 17th September - Beamish Agricultural Show, 
Beamish Museum, Stanley, Co Durham DH9 ORG, 0191 
3704000. 

e-mail: museum@beamish.org.uk 
www.beamish.org.uk 

15- 17th September - Bedfordshire Steam & Country 
Fayre, Old Warden Park, near Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 
SG189DX,01462 851711 

e-mail: show@bseps.org.uk 
www.bseps.org.uk 

16th September - 10th 7ft 6ins Vintage Bus Running 
Day, Kingsbridge, Devon, 07990 505373. 
e-mail: enquiries@tvagwot.org.uk 
www.tvagwot.org.uk 

16th September - Kempton Park Autojumble, 
Racecourse, Staines Road, Sunbury on Thames TW16 5AQ, 
01507529529. 

e-mail: akitchen@mortons.co.uk 
www.kemptonparkautojumble.co.uk 

16th, 23rd and 30th September - Fairground at 
Night, Hollycombe Working Steam Museum, Iron Hill, 
Liphook, Hampshire GU30 7LP, 01428 724900 
e-mail: info@hollycombe.co.uk 
www.hollycombe.co.uk 

16th September - Tiger Day VII, The Tank Museum, 
Unsay Road, Bovington, Wareham BH20 6JG, 
01929405096 


16-17th September -Stoke Prior Steam Rally, Little 
Intall Fields, Stoke Pound Lane, Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire B60 4LF, 07808173400. 
e-mail: keithshakespeare@aol.com 
www.shakespearesrally.com 

16-17th September - Little Casterton Working 
Weekend, Hall Farm, Little Casterton, Rutland PE9 4BE, 
01780763254 

www.knight-ltd.co.uk/lcww.htm 

16-17th September -Vintage Excavator Working 
Weekend, Threlkeld Quarry & Mining Museum, Threlkeld, 
Keswick CA12 4TT, 01768 779747. 
e-mail: threlkeldquarrymuseum@btconnect.com 
www.threlkeldquarryandminingmuseum.co.uk 

16-17th September - 43rd Grand Henham Steam Rally, 
Henham Park, near Southwold, Suffolk NR34 8AQ, 01502 
578053 

e-mail: info@henhamsteamrally.com 
www.henhamsteamrally.com 

16-17th September -9th North Rode Transport Show, 
Station Road, Bosley, near Congleton, Cheshire CW12 
2PH, 07759 603168 

e-mail: nigelmoss-northrode@gmx.co.uk 

16-17th September -Truckfest North West, Cheshire 
Showround, Flittogate Lane, Tabley, Knutsford, Cheshire 
WA160HJ, 01775 768661 
e-mail: info@livepromotions.co.uk 
www.livepromotions.co.uk 


near Doncaster DN85SX, 01724711391. 
e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

17th September - Showbus International, Donington 
Park DE742RP, 07518 624034. 
e-mail: rally@showbus.com 
www.showbus.com 

17th September - Free Vintage Bus Rides, Oxford Bus 
Museum & Morris Motors Museum, Old Railway Station 
Yard, Long Hanborough, near Woodstock 0X29 8LA, 

01993 883617. 

e-mail: info@oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 
www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

17th September - Guide Sunday, The Scottish Vintage 
Bus Museum, M90 Commerce Park, near Dunfermline 
KYI 2 OSJ, 01383 623380. 
e-mil: eddie-taylor@tiscali.co.uk 
www.svbm.org.uk 

17th September - End of Season Transport Show, 

British Commercial Vehicle Museum, King Street, Leyland, 
Lancashire PR25 2LE, 01772 451011 
e-mail: enquiries@britishcommercialvehiclemuseum.co 
www.britishcommercialvehiclemuseum.com 

23rd September -'Doors Open'and Running Day, 
Lothian Buses, Central Garage Annandale Street, 
Edinburgh EH&4AZ, 0131 5544494 
www.lothianbuses.co.uk 

23rd September - Ghost Seekers At Night, British 
Commercial Vehicle Museum, King Street, Leyland, 
Lancashire PR25 2LE, 01772 451011 
e-mail: enquiries@britishcommercialvehiclemuseum. 
co.uk 

www.britishcommercialvehiclemuseum.com 

23rd September - Tinkers Park Open Day, Hadlow 
Down, East Sussex TN22 4HS. 
e-mail: info@tinkerspark.com 
www.tinkerspark.com 

23-24th September -Trucking Live, Oswestry 
Showground, Shropshire SY114AS, 01406 373421 
e-mail: truckshows@kelsey.co.uk 
www.truckinglive.co.uk 

23-24th September -Quainton Traction Engine Rally, 
Buckinghamshire Railway Centre, Station Road, Quainton, 
near Aylesbury HP22 4BY, 01296 655720 
e-mail: office@bucksrailcentre.org 
www.bucksrailcentre.org 

23-24th September - Trolleybus Weekend, East Anglia 
Transport Museum, Chapel Road, Carlton Colville, near 
Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 8BL, 01502 518459 
e-mail: eastangliatransportmuseum@live.co.uk 
www.eatm.org.uk 

23-24th September - 19th Kingsfold Steam, Vintage 


e-mail: info@tankmyseum.org 1617th September -Trolleydays, The Trolleybus 

wufu, tankmiicGiim n m Museum, Belton Road, Sandtoft, 



Two beautifully-restored Albion Chieftains at the Vintage Transport Festival at the North Norfolk Railway on 1 st- 
2nd July, SVF 638 in the livery of Grange's Transport ofWells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk, and OHO 10, from the Jack 
Richards collection. There were plenty of buses and lorries to see at this event. (Mike Gosling) 
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At the Gloucester Warwickshire Railway bus rally on 7th July, the 1955 Bristol KSW6B with ECW highbridge body, 
UHY 362, from the Bristol fleet, now owned by Adrian Hunt, makes a fine sight, approaching Toddington Station. 


Rally & Kite Festival, Wattlehurst Farm, A24 Kingsfold, 
West Sussex RH12 3SD, 01342 327852. 
e-mail: chairman@wealdpower.co.uk 

23-24th September - Kettering Vintage Rally & Steam 
Fayre, Cranford, A14, Kettering, Northants NN14 4AW, 
01536500164 

e-mail: michael@ketteringvintagerally.co.uk 
www.ketteringvintagerally.co.uk 

23-24th September - Somerset Festival of Transport, 
Wincanton Racecourse, Somerset BA9 8BJ, 07900 695620 
e-mail: tonytc.2@btinternet.com 

23-24th September - Trolleydays, The Trolleybus 
Museum, Belton Road, Sandtoft, near Doncaster DN8 5SX, 
01724711391. 

e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

24th September - Lincoln Autojumble, Hanger 1, 
Caenby Corner Estate, Hemswell DN21 5TU, 07816 
291544. 

e-mail: lincolnautojumble@hotmail.co.uk 
www.lincolnautojumble.com 

24th September - Normous Newark Autojumble, 
Newark Showground, Winthorpe, Nottinghamshire NG24 
2NY, 01507 529529. 
e-mail: shows@mortons.co.uk 
www.newarkautojumble.co.uk 

24th September - Autumn Autojumble, Grampian 
Transport Museum, Montgarrie Road, Alford, 
Aberdeenshire AD33 8AE, 10975 562292. 
e-mail: info@gtm.org.uk 
www.gtm.org.uk 

24th September - Autumn Bus Show & Running Day, 
Amberley Museum and Heritage Centre, Station Road, 
Amberley, near Arundel, West Sussex BN 18 9LT, 10798 
831370. 

e-mail: office@amberleymuseum.co.uk 
www.amberleymuseum.co.uk 

30th September - Delaine Heritage Running Day, 
Bourne and Stamford, Lincolnshire. 
www.delaineheritagetrust.org 


OCTOBER 


1st October - Newbury 4x4 & Vintage Spares Day, 
Newbury Showground, Priors Court, near Chieveley, 
Berkshire RG189NU, 01697 451882. 
e-mail: info@markwoodwardclassicevents.com 
www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com 

1st October - Shildon Vintage Vehicle Rally, Locomotion, 
National Railway Museum, Dale Road, Shildon DL4 2RE, 
01388 771445 

e-mail: locomotion@nrm.org.uk 
www.nrm.org.uk 

1st October -Thornes Independent Vintage Event, 
Yorkshire air Museum, Elvington, North Yorkshire, 01757 
630777 

e-mail: coaches@thornes.info 
www.thornes.info 

1st October - Warminster Running Day, Wiltshire 
www.warminsterbvrd.wordpress 

1st October -Amersham & High Wycombe Running Day, 
King George V car part Amersham and High Wycombe 
bus station, 

e-mail: amershammotorbussociety.co.uk 
www.amershammotorbussociety.co.uk 

7th October - Wessex Grand Vintage Sale, East Somerset 
Steam Railway, Cranmore Station, near Shepton Mallet 


BA4 4QP, 01225 754374 
e-mail: petergear@hotmail.co.uk 
www.wessexsec.org 

7th October - Classic Vehicles Day, Ipswich Transport 
Museum, Old Trolleybus Depot, Cobham Road, Ipswich, 
Suffolk IP3 9JD, 01473 715666. 
e-mail: enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 
www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 

7th and 14th October - Fairground at Night, 
Hollycombe Working Steam Museum, Iron Hill, Liphook, 
Hampshire GU30 7LP, 01428 724900 
e-mail: info@hollycombe.co.uk 
www.hollycombe.co.uk 

7-8th October - Open Weekend, Glasgow Vintage 
Vehicle Trust, Bridgeton Bus Garage, Fordneuk Street, 
Glasgow G40 3AH. 
e-mail: info@gvvt.org 
www.gvvt.org 

7-8th October - Power from the Past, Beamish 
Museum, Stanley, Co Durham DH9 ORG, 0191 370 4000. 
e-mail: museum@beamish.org.uk 
www.beamish.org.uk 

7-8th October- Autumn Tractor World Show, plus 
Classic Commercial Show - Drive-in on Sunday, Newbury 
Showground, Priors Court, near Chieveley, Berkshire RG18 
9NU, 01697 451882. 

e-mail: info@markwoodwardclassicevents.com 
www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com 

7-8th October - Working Steam Weekend, Stotfold Mill, 
Mill Lane, Stotfold, Hitchin, Bedfordshire SG5 4NU, 01462 
734541. 

e-mail: enquiries@stotfoldmill.com 
www.stotfoldmill.com 

8th October - Open Day, South Yorkshire Transport 
Museum, Waddington Way, Aldwarke, Rotherham S65 
3SH, 0114255 3010 
e-mail: info@sytm.co.uk 
www.sytm.co.uk 

8th October - Garstang Autojumble, Hamilton House 
Farm,Tarnacre Lane, Garstang, near Preston PR3 0TB, 
07836331324. 

e-mail: info@garstangautojumbles.co.uk 
www.garstangautojumbles.co.uk 


8th October - Autumn Historic Transport Gathering, 
Amberley Museum and Heritage Centre, Station Road, 
Amberley, near Arundel, West Sussex BN18 9LT, 10798 
831370. 

e-mail: office@amberleymuseum.co.uk 
www.amberleymuseum.co.uk 

8th October - Autumn Running Day, The Transport 
Museum, Chapel Lane, Wythall B476JX, 01564 826471. 
e-mail: enquiries@wythall.org.uk 
www.wythall.org.uk 

8th October - Steam@Alford, Grampian Transport 
Museum, Montgarrie Road, Alford, Aberdeenshire AD33 
8AE, 10975 562292. 
e-mail: info@gtm.org.uk 
www.gtm.org.uk 

14th October -13th Transport Collectors'Fair, Pudsey 
Civic Hall, Dawsons Corner, Pudsey, West Yorkshire LS28 
5TA, 0113 236 3695. 
e-mail: rennison@cc-email.co.uk 
www.samuelledgardsociety.org.uk 
15th October - Ripon 4x4 Spares Day & Land Rover 
Autojumble, Ripon Racecourse, Boroughbridge Road, 
Ripon, North Yorkshire HG41UG, 01697 451882. 
e-mail: info@markwoodwardclassicevents.com 
www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com 

15th October - Samuel Ledgard and West Yorkshire 
Running Day, Otley, West Yorkshire, 0113 236 3695. 
e-mail: rennison@cc-email.co.uk 
www.samuelledgardsociety.org.uk 

15th October - Rundles & Eptons Steam-up, New 
Bolingbroke, Boston, Lincolnshire PE22 7LN, 01205 
480431. 

e-mail: alan@rundles.co.uk 
www.rundles.co.uk 

15th October - Trolleyday, The Trolleybus Museum, 
Belton Road, Sandtoft, near Doncaster DN8 5SX, 01724 
711391. 

e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

15th October - HCVS Sprat & Winkle Run, Sevenoaks to 
Hastings, 01342 894564 
e-mail: info@hcvs.co.uk 
www.hcvs.co.uk 
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HALL & CO DETAILS 

I was pleased with the August issue of Vintage 
Roadscene, a great read, as usual. I was 
looking forward to the Hall & Co write-up, and 
I was not disappointed. 

A big thank you to Phil Reed for Part 1 of his 
story, and to Geoff Heels for the photographs. 

I read this with interest and loved the pictures 
and am looking forward to part 2. 

A few bits of interest from me, if that is all 
right:- 

On page 10, the lovely Leyland Octopus, 
model 24.0/4, NVB 984, fleet no 1899, with 
Leyland 0.600 engine, fitted with Duramin 
alloy body, made in Ruislip, was new in 
October 1955, and disposed on in May 1967. 

On page 11, the Bedford TKs, both KGT8 
models; 9049 BY, fleet no 2886, and 9301 BY, 
fleet no 2957, both had the Leyland 0.350 
engine and in-house 7 cu yd steel dropside 
body. Fleet no 2886 was new in April 1961 
and disposed of in October 1967.2957 was 
new in September 1961 and disposed of in 
July 1966. 

At the bottom of page 11 is a photo of an 
AEC Mammoth Major MkV chassis-cab, model 
G8RAS. There were two of these at the time, 
which both ended up as fuel tankers. The 
registrations and fleet nos were 9302 BY, 2958, 


new in September 1961 and disposed of in 
October 1964; 9312 BY 2960, new September 
1961, disposed of July 1965. 

The top left picture on page 12, the Ford 
Thames Trader, model 510E,VBY 998, fleet no 
2425, new October 1959, disposed of August 
1964. Hall & Co had around 25 of these, some 
with lower weight and different bodies. 

The top right picture on page 12 shows 
Karrier Bantam, model F222, POY 966, fleet no 
2040, new February 1957, disposed of August 
1967. 

The bottom picture on page 12 shows 
Commer QX, KOY 997, fleet no 1653, new 
March 1953, disposed of July 1957. 

The top left photo on page 13 is an AEC 
Matador wrecker. Hall & Co had a lot of ex- 
World War II vehicles, British and American, 
wreckers, dump trucks, drilling rigs and 
also bulldozers.This AEC had a plant fleet 
no, and the vehicle would have been a 
matt dark green colour, as were all the 
dump trucks, bulldozers, loading shovels, 
navvies and hoppers. Most of the plant was 
designed, made and services at Hall & Co Ltd, 
Washington, West Sussex. 

I like the photo ofSalfordson page 13.The 
bottom left picture on page 13 shows two 


-\ 

Bedfords; the tanker on the left was 9042 BY, 
fleet no 2881, new November 1961, model 
KFL1, the long wheelbase dropside was 9057 
BY, fleet no 2893, new April 1961, model KDL2, 
which was unusual in having a petrol engine. 

The last photo on page 13 shows AEC 
Matador OY 9542, fleet no 342, new in 1934, 
and put in the Salfords'graveyard' in March 
1953. Along with the Bedford AOY 372, fleet 
no 383, this was later restored at Salfords. 

I remember my late father's two Guy 
Warriors, 978 BOY, and 944 COY, 3859, and he 
got a new Bedford TK, KGT C5, Bedford 330 
engine, 965 DVB, 4075, new December 1964, 
another 7 yd dropside tipper. Also my late 
brother's Guys, 978 BOY, 3735 and 977 COY, 
3883. 

When a new or refurbished lorry came to 
Fishers Green pit, I can still remember the 
smell of the red paint, it had a smell all of its 
own. 

Alan Biggs, Enfield. 

We will hove the last port of Phil Reed's 
memories of working for Hoi I & Co in the next 
issue , along with some pictures and details of 
the company from earlier times, which have 
been sent in by Alan. 


RALLY WOES 

I would like to add to Malcolm's article 
with regard to making vehicle rallies more 
attractive to non-exhibitors. I have attended 
just three events in the last ten years, at none 
of which I had any discussion or interaction 
with any of the people exhibiting their 
vehicles. They were the Trans-Pennine at 
Harrogate, a very wet Gaydon and the AEC 
100th Anniversary at Newark. 

At none was there anyone with the vehicles, 
except Gaydon, where a group discussion 
was in full-flow in the back of a cattle truck. 
The same exhibitor had a number of tippers 
alongside and, though somebody looked 
across to us, no acknowledgement or 
welcome whatsoever. Certainly no interest 
in myself and my brother showing interest 
in their vehicles, that one in particular, as we 
used to operate cattle wagons. Clearly, visitors 
are an inconvenience. 

In fact, the only person we spoke to 
at Gaydon was a chap asking about an 
engine on the back of a flat. It was a TS3, we 
explained, but where was the person that 
brought it along? Nowhere to be seen. Never 
mind the rain, that's transport, to coin a 
phrase. 

At Newark, we spoke to one chap who 
was actually from a rail preservation group; 
a friendly bloke, as alluded to in Malcolm's 
article. But not another person did we see 
who we could ask about their vehicle(s) or. 


more importantly in this context, would wish 
to discuss or talk about their vehicles' history, 
for example. 

It was the same at Harrogate, where I 
went with my wife, who has no view on 
the preservation scene, but summed it up 
succinctly as we are leaving as 'very cliquey'. 
And that seems to be the problem. The 
procedure for exhibitors would appear to 
be: turn up at the venue, link up with their 
fellow exhibitors and disappear, before the 
public -1 despise the word 'punter', though it 
would appear that's how they regard us - turn 
up and, shock, horror, might want to have a 
friendly chat about their vehicles. I presume 
that re-appear at leaving time, when the 
'public'have finally got out of their way. 

If visitors make the effort to show up in 
whatever weather or booking a day's holiday 
like me, so should exhibitors show willing to 
explain what they are about? Otherwise, they 
may as well just restore a vehicle and keep it 
at home, away from anyone else, apart from 
their'cliquey'mates, of course. 

Stephen Moran, Bury, Lancashire 

Here's one member of the public, or customer, 
unhappy with his experience at rallies. Of course, 
the vehicle owners Stephen is unhappy with are 
also 'customers', who rally organisers can't really 
dictate to with regard to what they do. How do 
we get round this problem, which could drive 
away visitors to events? 


DENNIS IDENTIFIED 

Further to the letter from Mr Christie in 
last month's Vintage Roadscene, I have 
identified the'Sad Fire Engine'mentioned 
on page 70. It is a Dennis F28, one of a 
batch of seven, delivered in 1960 to the 
Essex County Fire Brigade. Registrations 
were 531 SPU to 538 SPU.This one went 
to Stansted. We have a slightly later one in 
our collection at the Essex Fire Museum, 
as in the picture which, believe it or not, is 
still on the books of the Brigade. Hope this 
helps Mr Christie. 

Mick Ford, Essex Fire Museum 
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DELIVERING OUR DAILY BREAD 

I always enjoy your magazine, having grown up in the late 1950s/ 
early '60s. Around this time supermarkets were just beginning to 
appear, although many were about as big as most peoples living 
rooms.Towns and villages had numerous grocers and cafes all 
requiring daily bread deliveries. 

I was about to leave school and was intending to be a chef. 
However, having got a job with Weston's bakeries, ie Sunblest, 
working on one of the trucks as a Saturday boy, I was hooked. I 
have spent all my working life in sales, on van sales, then as a rep 
with a car, sales manager and so on, with various company's over 
the years. 

The bread days have always stayed with me, I loved the trucks we 
had in those early days, Fordson Thames 4D. They were coachbuilt, 
racked out with laminate shelves with stained wooden edges and 
locking cake cupboards. 

The company were just switching over to the BMC 'Threepenny 

V____ 
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bit'cabs, although the majority were still the Fords. In those days 
Weetabix also sold bread from identical Fordsons, but in yellow 
with their logo. 

Wonderloaf were the new boys, with all BMC trucks. On a Friday, 
we would sell two full lorry-loads, leaving around 4 am and having 
another lorry brought out from Middlesex to Oxfordshire, to swap 
over around lunchtime. 

I've never been able to find any pictures of these vehicles and if 
anyone has any I'd be most interested, they would also probably 
make a good article in the magazine. 

We used to work out of Springfield Road in Hayes, Middlesex. 

This is now a trading estate, strangely one of my present 
customers is based in what used to be the main entrance to the 
bakery. Full circle for me! 

I retired two weeks ago at 70, having worked with some great 
people in sales over the years many of whom still keep in touch. 

Cliff Buckle, Altrincham. 

_ Z _ J 


COCA COLA FOLLOW-UP 

Firstly, with regard to Lorry Driver of the Year, did you or any one 
else notice that all the cab back windows from the doors back are 
all covered, to make things equal for drivers of vans and platform 
lorries? 

Following on from the Coca-Cola Shinfield Depot story, I have built 
a replica Coca-Cola Truck, based on a Ford Model'A'type Pedal Car, 
loosely based on a 'Franklin Mint' 1920 Ford Model T' Coca-Cola 
Truck. 

The car base still retains all the pedal car features and can still be 
pedalled. The chassis was extended and the axle moved back, to 
accommodate the extra bod work. 

The load compartment was built from scrap plywood and other 
bits and pieces. The original 10 inch wheels were replaced with 13 
inch pram wheels to give a big truck look. The colours were matched 
as close as I could get, and all I have to do now is get decals to 
complete the full effect. 

All 24 bottle trays, each holding 24 bottles were made from 
scrap plywood and painted the correct colour, and again waiting 
for decals. The miniature Coca-Cola bottles are from Brooklea low 
cholesterol and yoghurt drinks from 'Aldi'. I have seen the same 
miniature bottles in'Tesco'and'Asda'as yoghurt drinks, all with the 
foil top - not the screw cap. 

Now here's my'plea' - I am now having difficulty getting these 
little bottles as my wife has gone off this type of yoghurt drink. Now 




the'big ask', would any reader in the West or Mid-Wales area where 
I live, or in the Reading area where my son lives, who has any of 
these little bottles, contact me and we will collect, unless you know 
a better way to get them to me, so that I can continue with my next 
Coca-Cola truck project, But please rinse them out first to stop them 
smelling! 

Another of my creations is a Boat-tail Roadster, built on the same 
chassis as the Coke Truck, but with a standard wheelbase. There are 
over 400 screws, yes and all put in by hand and with all the slots and 
wood grain in line. The windscreen is a sun visor from a 1950s motor 
coach, which I found at an autojumble. 

Graham Potter, via e-mail 
Graham Potter. 
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JOIN IN THE FUN AT THE VINTAGE VEHICLE 65 YEAR BASH! 


IT TAKES PLACE on SUNDAY 8 OCTOBER 10.30-3pm at BODLE STREET GREEN VILLAGE HALL, 
EAST SUSSEX BN27 4UB (OPPOSITE WHITE HORSE INN) IN AID OF PROSTATE CANCER UK 


PETER LOVE CELEBRATES 65 YEARS OF BEING AUVE! 


PENSIONER RETURNS TO BODLE STREET GREEN 65 YEARS AFTER IT LAST LEFT! 


SUNDAY 8 OCTOBER 10.30-3pm all are welcome to this charity events 

Bring your Veteran, Vintage & Classic Vehicles • Tractors • Cars • Commercial Vehicles • Steam Engines • Stationary Engines and so much more! 


Special display of Allard cars 
and Love tractors 
(the only examples in Europe). 

ALL EXHIBITORS WILL BE GIVEN A FREE 
LUNCH BAG AND RAFFLE TICKET 

In the Bodle Street Green Village Hall an 
exhibition of photographs of P&J Tours over the 
last 20 years all over the world is expected to 
be shown, plus another by well-known farming 
photographer Kim Parks. Refreshments will be 
available, provided by Debs Broad and her fund¬ 
raising charity team of ladies. Try her famous 
bacon baps; they are something very special 
indeed. Please take part in the raffle, which will be 
drawn at 2.30pm. Do come and enjoy the vehicles 
and please give a donation to Prostate Cancer 
UK (the amount collected will be published in the 
local press and parish magazine). 


For futher details ring 

01323 833125 


BUS/RAILWAY 
COLLECTORS FAIR 

plus free vintage bus rides 


PUDSEY CIVIC HALL, LEEDS 
SATURDAY Nth 
OCTOBER 2017 

Over 100 stalls 10am to 3pm 

Admission £1 



To 

Advertise in 

RoadscenE 

Call Matt 

On 

„ CPA Services 

Vintage & Classic Radiator Restoration for the 
Commercial Vehicle, Bus & Coach Enthusiast 

I*" Quality radiator restoration and repair service. 
1 1 For prompt personal service and advice please 
contact Jess Dilley. 

| We also offer specialist turbo charger, air brake, 

01732 

446755 

oil cooking and water pump repairs. 

Units 4 & 5, Site 4, Alma Park Road, Alma Park Industrial Estate, Grantham NG319SE 
Tel: (01476) 571 404 Mob: 07714 152 394 Fax: (01476) 579 636 

www.cparadiators.co.uk 


TRANSCHEM 

TRAINING LIMITED 

Training Centres at 
Warrington, Wakefield 
and Mobile 

ADR, DCPC, Forklift and DGSA 
Consultants 

Full ADR including Tank 
Module and Class 1 Explosives 
with 35 Hours DCPC £600 


Tel: 0151 488 0961 / 07915 610232 
www.transchemtraining.com 
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ROAD TRANSPORT PHOTOS 

1940s onwards - professionally printed from 80p inc P&P. 
Free digital images available for Internet use 
Catalogue of over 50,000 photos at 

www.na3t.org/road 

On-line or mail order 

SAE: NA3T(VR), 14 Gannon Road. Worthing, BN11 2DT 
eMail: info@na3t.org FTione: Bob 01903 235167 
Land, sea or air negative collections purchased 
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MORE MEMORIES OF 
DAKINS REMOVALS 

I don't suppose that pianos feature very 
much in removals nowadays, but they 
certainly did in my time; I doubt very much 
if a week passed when we didn't handle 
two or three of them. While not our least 
favourite item - try those then fashionable 
curved four-seater settees - they definitely 
weren't very high in the popularity stakes. 
And coming, as I did, from a completely 
non-musical family, I was initially surprised 
at how many people, from all walks of life, 
still owned one, ranging from battered 
old uprights to gleaming concert grands. 
Thankfully, at least from our point of view. 
They were starting to fall out of favour, 
with many of them ending their days at 
those once-popular piano-smashing charity 
events. 

With the aid of a small-wheeled piano 
trolley, they weren't too hard to move, if 
you had a proper pantechnicon, with a 
walk-in tailboard, as you would simply 
leave them in the drop-well. However, with 
general haulage work becoming more 
important, Dakins was gradually switching 
to high-floor vehicles, giving level access to 
loading docks. This made our lives harder, 
as far as pianos were concerned: if you don't 
believe me, just try lifting one chest-high 
from pavement level... No hydraulic lifts 
on removals vans back then. But the bane 
of our lives were undoubtedly mechanical 
player pianos, with their cast-iron frames 
and heavy wooden pianola rolls: personally. 
I'd far sooner move a concert grand - 
surprisingly easy, with three men who know 
what they're doing -than a piano player, any 
day. 

v_ 


Apart from those encountered on 
domestic removals, we also moved them 
internally, at such venues as Nottingham 
University, the Albert Hall - ours, not the 
one in London, I hasten to add - and at 
the General Hospital. Of course, this was 
when doctors and nurses still had the time 
to put on concerts for the benefit of their 
patients, not something that would happen 
nowadays. Another regular customer 
was Clements Piano & Organ Restorers, 
of Lenton Boulevard, whose erstwhile 'tin 
chapel' premises were within sight of Dakins' 
original (1919) furniture repository. Raised 
above ground level by the original owners, 
presumably to make it look more impressive 
than it really was, this meant that every 
piano had to be carried up, and later down, 
a flight of steep steps. 

Dakins also had the contract to collect 
brand-new Bechstein pianos from the 
import agent's premises behind Kings Cross 
Station in London, for delivery to music 
shops in the Nottingham and Derby areas. 
Apart from the installation of electricity 
in the 1920s - I'm sure that they were still 
using the original 30 Watt light bulbs - I 
don't think that this building had been 
touched since Victorian times, and I always 
thought that it would make an ideal film set 
for a Dickensian film. 

One Friday afternoon, we - that is Frank 
Taylor, Bill Collins and myself rolled up, 
expecting to collect the usual two or three 
pianos, only to find that there were no less 
than six awaiting collection. And no, we 
couldn't just take three and let another van 
pick up the rest on Monday. 

This presented us with something of a 
problem, as we were fairly full of furniture. 


antiques and objets d'art from either 
Christie's or Sotheby's, I forget which, as we 
carried for both of these famous auction 
houses at various times. Well, after a bit 
of head-scratching, we decided that we'd 
have to 'top-and-tail'them. Also, as Seddon 
Mk 5, PAU 6, was a high-floor vehicle, this 
would entail a double lift for the last three. 
We hung the tailboard on its chains, lifted 
the first three up, turned them sideways 
and slid them in. That was the easy part of 
our task, now the hard work really began. 
Next, one at a time, we lifted the remaining 
three, up onto the tailboard, lifted them 
again and simultaneously turned them both 
upside down and sideways - no mean feat - 
before sliding them in on top of the (heavily 
padded) first three. Boy, were we pleased 
when the last on slid into place. 

All this was accomplished while balancing 
precariously on the narrow tailboard, and 
trying desperately not to knock each other 
off. Had they existed then, Health & Safety 
Inspectors - and I'm not knocking them, 

I think that, generally speaking, they do 
a valuable job in protecting worked from 
unscrupulous employers - would have 
had a fit. Let's face it, what we were doing 
was bloody dangerous, one false move 
and one of us could've ended up on the 
cobblestones underneath a piano -dead! 

But there were no untoward incidents and 
we were soon on our way home, although 
with such a heavy load aboard, we certainly 
didn't break any speed limits that day: mind 
you, with most of the weight on the back 
end, the steering was very light... 

The biggest customer for new Bechsteins 
was Hindleys, located on South Sherwood 
Street, next to the old Empire Music Hall, 


STILL WORKING 

Enclosed is a photograph 
of a Foden lorry still earning 
its keep.The Foden Alpha, 
registered FX54 FHT in 
late 2004, appears to be 
owned by S F Dale and 
in the livery of Lafarge, 
and was photographed in 
Mappleton, Derbyshire on 
22nd May this year. 

I enjoy your magazine 
very much, the balance of 
articles is just right. 

J Richard Walton, 
Ravenshead, 
Nottingham. 
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both long since swept away to build the 
Royal Concert Hall. But, not only did they 
display them in the upstairs showroom, 
we weren't allowed to carry them through 
the ground floor and up the staircase - 
the reason for this being long-forgotten. 

This meant we had to remove a first floor 
window, rig up a block and tackle and haul 
them up on the end of a rope - right in front 
of a plate glass window. On a windy day, this 
made the job even more interesting than 
usual, although we always used a guide 
rope, just in case. 

Pedestrians, even though they didn't have 
mobile 'phones and suchlike, were just as 
stupid then as they are now, and would 
completely ignore our warnings and walk 
underneath the large, heavy item dangling 
above their heads. Fortunately for us, or to 
be more precise, for them, we never had 
any accidents, such as the piano slipping or 
the rope breaking - we always checked it 
beforehand for signs of fraying, in any case. 
Well, none of us really fancied appearing at 
the Coroner's Court as witnesses! And, of 
course, whenever Hindleys sold a piano, the 
entire process had to be gone through in 
reverse. 

I'll end with an incident that, even after 
over 50 years, still amuses me. Gerry Foulkes, 
Bill Collins and myself, on Seddon Mk 6, 

MTV 249, were moving a miner from Ripley 
to nearby Codnor. His school teacher wife 
and their children had gone off to their 
respective schools, leaving him in charge 
- and believe me, few women were that 
trusting - but when the gasman failed to 
turn up to read the meter, he gave us the 
keys for their new house and told us to carry 
on. 



D R J ly 
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All went well until it came to putting his 
piano into the room that he had specified: it 
just wouldn't go, no matter what we tried - 
the problem being the very narrow corridor. 
We tried turning it into the room on one end, 
we tried standing it on the other end, we 
tried it castors first, and we tried it lid first. No 
luck whatsoever. We were just considering 
taking it around the back, removing the 
window and lifting it in, when Gerry had a 
brainwave. 

He went out to the van, returned with 
his toolbag and carefully - very carefully - 
levered off one of the doorjambs. Bingo, 
the extra 3 inches gave us just enough 
space to slide the piano through. Once it 
was safely in the room, we replaced the 
doorjamb, disguised the shiny new nails 
with a dab of'Topps'wood stain -wonderful 
stuff for hiding any scratches that we made, 
we all carried a bottle - and that was that. 

As we hadn't damaged the wallpaper, we 
didn't bother telling our client what we'd 


done, when he finally turned up - no need 
to bother him with the problems we'd 
encountered. But I still sometimes wonder 
how the next team of removal men went on, 
when the time came to take the piano out of 
that room... 

I've just remembered an incident which 
might interest readers, thankfully not one 
in which I was involved. One of our vans 
was climbing Derby Road, past the Roman 
Catholic Cathedral, with a piano strapped 
onto its suspended tailboard, when it fell off, 
with an almighty crash, and was promptly 
hit by a following bus. Besides damaging 
the piano, this also caused chaos on one of 
Nottingham's busiest roads. Needless to say, 
the customer, Nottingham City Transport, 
the traffic police and Gordon Dakin himself 
all had plenty to say to the hapless crew - in 
fact, the driver was extremely lucky not to be 
prosecuted for having an insecure load. 

Next time: carpets and coal. 

David Watts, Nottingham. 

___ J 


COMMER DETAILS 

As an ex-employee of Commer 
Cars (from 1959 until the Renault 
takeover), I feel a need to help 
you sort out some of the Commer 
vehicles. 

In the July issue, on page 19, in 
Teign Full of Colour, Commer 840 
NUO would have been an early 
VA Model 7-tonner, with a Perkins 
6.354 diesel engine.lt was a 7 ton 
vehicle, as opposed to an 8-tonner, 
as the 7-tonner had chrome 
hubcaps on the front wheels. 

With very few exceptions, all 
TS3-engined vehicles with this cab 
had twin headlamps.The same 
vehicle appears on page 20, where 
the hubcaps are very clear, as they 


are also on the tanker. Another 
Commer, 840 NUO, also appears 
on page 21, but in RMC colours. 

It was interesting to see Budleigh 
Transport featured, as I was 
involved with this company and 
two other operators in the West 
Country on field trials of disc front 
brakes on commercials.Thanks for 
an excellent magazine 

Ivan Green, Oulton Broad, 
Lowestoft. 

Thanks for the clarification. I've 
always been confused about these 
diesel-engined Commers. The lack 
of different badges for different 
models is as bad as AEC Mercury 
and Mandator tractor units... 


WHERE IS IT? 

I wondered if any of your readers can identify this location. 
My father is in the lorry on the left, the registration looks like 
BHY 682. He worked for a Mrs Cowlin(?) in Bristol just after 
the war, and later for BRS at Spring Street,Bristol. Thanks in 
advance. Bob Vandereyt, via e-mail 
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BOULTONS ROYAL TIGER 

The mention in the August issue of Vintage 
Roadscene of the Leyland Royal Tiger, 
owned by Boultons of Shropshire, brought 
back many memories for me. 

The vehicle, as you rightly stated is a 
Leyland Royal Tiger with a Burlinghham 
Seagul body. It was bought new by Danny 
and Jack Gittins who ran a business in, I 
think, Crickhowell near Oswestry. 

The only person allowed to drive it was 
Danny himself and it was his pride and joy. 


The vehicle was not used in the winter. If 
it was parked up anywhere, a large gap 
was left between it and another vehicle, so 
people would not scratch it when walking 
between them. On Thursdays, a shopping 
trip to Liverpool was run and when a service 
was due, he would go to the Leyland works, 
with nobody else entrusted to work on it. 

When the time came for the Gittins 
brothers to retire, the vehicle was sold to 
Vaggs of Oswestry and I'm told he shed a 
tear when it was taken away. The firm had it 


painted in their colours of red and green. 

After it was sold again, two men who 
worked at Rolls Royce in Shrewsbury bought 
it and painstakingly restored it to it's original 
livery of brown and cream. It appeared at 
many rallies, before it was sold to Boultons, 
where it has remained ever since and long 
may it remain so. 

I hope this short note is of some help and, 
as I say, remember Danny all those years 
ago. 

Herbert Skitt, via-e-mail 


r 

COMMER CARAVAN 

I saw this interesting vehicle at the 
Bradford Classic yesterday. It is a 1959 
Commer BF, the owner says, with a petrol 
engine. The chassis-cab and scuttle were 


~\ 

sent to Fairholme Caravans of Cardiff, 
which built a one-off motor home. It has 
had three owners, the current one for over 
20 years. 

Roy Dodsworth, via-e-mail. 



DIRECTOR RESTORES 
BEDFORD 

Alan Moody of Northumberland-based Moody 
Transport and Logistics has restored a Bedford 
OL dropside as a reminder of the vehicle seen in 
a family photograph, taken when he was eight 
years old. His father David set up the business in 
1947, loading and unloading sea coal by hand for 
AEI Cables at Birtley.The Bedford was obtained 
from a museum in Exeter, but required extensive 
restoration and finishing in the family company's 
colours. 




BERTRAM MILLS 

Here are details of the locations and dates 
of the pictures of Bertram Mills vehicles 
with Glen McBirnie's letter in the last issue. 

SCK 937, Bedford QL No 116 and 
EAK 993, David Brown No 100 were 
photographed on at Ladies Walking Field, 
Poole, on 9th July 1960, while SLW 317, 
Bedford QL No 118 and Heating plant 
wagon No 144, and SLW 318 Bedford QL 
No 117 were photographed at Stoke Park, 
Guildford, on 27th October 1957. 

Roy Simmons, via e-mail. 


FORD D SERIES TWIN 
ENGINE CONCEPT 

The letter from R Benstead in the 
September issue of Vintage Roadscene 
about the Ford D Series twin engine 
tractor unit warranted a little more 
information about the vehicle. The editor 
hinted that there were two tractors 
built for evaluation to operate at 44 
tonnes. There may however, have been 
more than two. Certainly, one was used 
by British Road Services, registration 
number LVX 843J, which was based in 
Peterborough. The other was operated 
by the once huge Hilton Transport 
Services (HTS) and had the registration 
number MNO 575J. 

Some reports I have read about the 
vehicle are conflicting: one has the 
tractor having two gearboxes and two 
gear sticks. Another has the drive from 
the two engines going to a transfer box 
and then to a single gearbox. 

Whatever the configuration, the 
specification of the vehicle requires a bit 
more scrutiny. This may be easier said 
that done and, with the passage of time, 
these questions may not be answered. 
However, if you have any further 
information about the vehicle, the editor 
would be delighted to hear from you. 

A number of manufacturers tried the 
same concept of twin engines years 
before, as a diversion and, in hindsight, it 
seems quaint that a huge manufacturer 
like Ford would actually go to the 
trouble of doing the same. 

Norman Chapman, via e-mail 
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TWIN-ENGINED FORD D 
SERIES 



Thank you for an excellent article in 
the July issue of Vintage Roadscene 
on the Ford D Series truck range, 
manufactured from 1966 to 1981. 
However, you failed to mention the 
unique twin-engined Ford D series 6x4 
Tractor Units made in 1971. 

To my knowledge, only three of these 
were ever built, one for British Road 


Services (BRS), the second for Hilton Road 
Services (HTS) and the third for Ford's own in- 
house transport department. The engines and 
chassis arrangement are shown in the picture. 

The generally accepted view was that 
these twin-engined 300 bhp trucks were not 
successful, because they were over-length 
and incapable of coupling to a standard 40 
ft trailer, along with the increased noise level 
and doubled fuel consumption. By 1972, 
Scania and Volvo had already stolen the show, 
in pursuit of high power trucks, with massive 
capacity for loads and productivity. I would be 
happy to help you further, with Information 
on these particular D Series vehicles. 

Mike Ponsonby, via e-mail 




NEXT MONTH™ 

SCANIA - THE 
BEGINNING 

THE LAST BRISTOL KS 

IRISH ROAD 
TRANSPORT 

AUSTRALIAN 

LIVESTOCK 

VEHICLES 
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PLUS MORE • FROM GRIMSBY • KENT AND SUSSEX HAULIERS 

• HALL & CO • RALLY ROUND-UP 

NOVEMBER ISSUE ON SALE FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20TH 

* Circumstances might cause the planned contents to change 
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ROAD MOUSE ARCHIVE 


6 ISSUES FROM JUST £42.93 SAVING 10% 


Never miss an issue 


delivery direct to your door 


HOAll HftULftGE ARCHIVE 

A LIFE WITH LORRIES 

CATTLE TRUCKS • GENERAL HAULAGE •TIPPERS 



The Road Haulage Archive is published every two months and contains 
100 pages packed full of nostalgic photos and detailed information, each 
looking at a particular aspect of our road transport history. From lorry 
manufacturers, like Seddon and Thornycroft, to operators, such as Tate & 
Lyle and the Post Office. Or even a review of a particular industry, such as 
municipal vehicle development, heavy haulage and the fairground. 




HEAVY HAULAGE 

ABNORMAL AND INDIVISIBLE LOADS 


ROAD HAULAGE ARCHIVE] 

All the fun of the Fair 

FAIRGROUNDTRANSPORTOFTHE PAST 



ON THE ROAD WITH THE LONGEST, WIDEST OR HEAVIEST 



D VI \ I U.K r 

KoadscenIL 



ONLINE 

CALL 

POST 

shop.kelsey.co.uk/rhas 

01959 543 747 

fill in the form below 


Hotline open: Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm. 

PLEASE QUOTE OFFER CODE RHAS 


IZfYES! Please start my subscription to Road Haulage Archive magazine. 




YOUR DETAILS 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr.Forename. 

Surname. 

Address. 


3 EASY WAYS TO PAY 

1 ■ Direct Debit payment of £42.93 taken every 12 months (SAVING 10%) 

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit 

Name of Bank. 

Address. 




.Postcode. 

Daytime phone.Mobile. 

Email. 


Postcode.Account name. 

Sort code Account number 


UK SUBSCRIPTIONS ONLY 

□ Direct Debit payment of £42.93 (6 issues) taken every 12 months (SAVNG io%) 

□ Cheque / Credit / Debit Card: 

□ £47.70 (1 year, 6 issues) □ £95.40 (2 years, 12 issues) 

PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: 

FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, Road Haulage Archive Subscriptions, Kelsey 
Publishing Ltd., Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent, TNI6 3AG, UK 

OVERSEAS SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS: shop.kelsey.co.uk/rha 


Signature.Date 

Originator’s Id number 


81 3 I 7 I 3 I 8 I 3 


Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain 
with Kelsey Publishing Ltd. and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank 
or Building Society. 


2 . 1 enclose a cheque/postal order, made payable to Kelsey Publishing Limited, 
for the amount of £. 

3 a Please debit £.from my account □ Visa □ Visa Debit □ Master Card 


BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE: shop.kelsey.co.uk/haulage 


Offer/prices available until 31st December 2017. Kelsey Publishing Group Ltd. uses a Multi Layered Privacy Notice giving 
you brief details about how we would like to use your personal information. For full details visit www.kelseyshop.co.uk or 
call 01959 543 747. If you have any questions please ask as submitting your data indicates your consent, until you choose 
otherwise, that we and our partners may contact you about products and services that will be of relevance to you via direct 
mail, phone, email and SMS. You can opt-out at ANY time via email data.controller@kelsey.co.uk or 01959 543 747. 



Signature.Date. 













































































H ere's a wonderful period scene 

from the early 1950s. It was taken 
at the junction where the A325 
leaves the A30, at the north 
end of Camberley in Surrey. The 
junction is still there on the A30; neither road 
is a major route these days, of course, although 
you now have to go round an island in the 
road, on which is the American Golf'store', 
when travelling southbound. In those days, 
you just carried on straight ahead on the A30, 
like the Foden and low-loader are here. 

The signs show the A325 as a through 
route, via Farnborough and Aldershot, to 
Farnham and Portsmouth, by joining the A3 
at Hindhead or Liss.The A30 goes on through 
Bagshot, to Basingstoke - we can just see 
the'B'on the sign on the extreme left - and 


thence to Southampton. 

While we're on the subject of'street furniture', 
note the old gas lamp standard and the 
'decontrolled'speed limit reminder-fat 
chance of doing any great speed at this point 
these days, or then with these heavy lorries in 
the way... 

The photographer must have had plenty 
of time to set up the shot, while waiting for 
the DG-cabbed Foden tractor unit, HYO 796 
(London, late 1947), to pull its load up the 
incline to the junction. The driver's mate looks 
glad to see the photographer, to relieve the 
boredom. The lorry's hefty-looking low-loader 
trailer is carrying a large tracked dragline 
excavator, minus its boom, but loaded 
'crossways'on the trailer bed, with the tracks 
sticking out each side, hence the white- 


painted girders. Sir Robert McAlpine must 
have had a new contract for some earthworks, 
somewhere in the South-west. 

Stuck behind the plodding Foden is an early 
Thames ET6 or ET7 - we can't see whether 
there's a '4D' badge on the radiator grille or not 
- with an artic platform trailer, with a wooden 
crated load under its ropes and sheets. 

Making off to the left, down the A325, 
escaping from the queue, is an ex-War 
Department Bedford QL, GXB 667, one of 
those Government-issue registrations from the 
late 1940s for'demobbed'World War II military 
vehicles, transferred to civilian transport roles. 
There's just a hint of further traffic caught up 
further back, but this makes a really classic 
snap-shot of our main roads in the early post¬ 
war years. (CHC aax994) 
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Truck Entries Trade Stands | Enquiries 
Sponsorship Weekend Camping 


ADVANCE TICKETS 


truckshows@kelsey.co.uk ; SHOW YOUR TRUCK £35 


Adults: £12 Children under 15: £5 
Family (2 adults & 2 children): £29 
Weekend Camping Ticket: £45 

On the Day Prices: Adult £14 | Child £7 | Family £35 


Gall 01406 373421 

truckshows@kelsey.co.uk 

Trade enquiries, call Helen on 07545 160353 



IN ASSOCIATION WITH: 


All attractions are subject to change. Booking closes Midnight Friday 22 September 


CLASSIC * Vintaj 


TRUCKSTOP 
























